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From The Pres... 
Welcome to the July-August 2016 issue of “Under The Hood”.  
 
In this issue the incredible story of Nick Raschilla’s Coronet R/T that was too good to edit…so it 
required an extra page!  You’re gonna like it! 
 
You’ll also find an informative restoration column by Brian Kapral and the continuing feature by Celeste 
Morris chronicling dates in Mopar history. Of course, the usual “Cool Tool” feature and much more!

Till the next time… Matt Morris

Under The Hood 
Nick Raschilla’s 1968 Coronet R/T

My R/T had a scheduled production date of 9-21-67 at 
Chrysler’s Lynch Road Plant.  Vehicle was a sales bank 
car shipped to an unknown Dealership in Pennsylvania.  
Vehicle was first titled on 11-15-67 and bought and 
sold three times in Pennsylvania, at which time the 
third owner passed away.  The car sat on the side of a 
gas station for sale in the Levittown Pa. area sometime 
in late 1970.  At this time, the car was purchased by Mr. 
Bob Pitts (4th) owner and became his garage kept daily 
driver.  It is at this point I met Mr. Pitts while employed 

at the Factory Whistle Company on Pennsylvania Blvd. 
in Feasterville.  I would ride shotgun on many nights 
that Mr. Pitts would cruise and street race the vehicle 
in the usual locations such as Route 130 Burlington / 
Willingboro NJ area, Hatboro PA, Decatur Rd. and 
Front Street in Philadelphia.  It was at this time the 
engine was built for more serious track use at Atco 
Dragway. The motor work was performed in the 
garage of Mr. Dave Pierce of the Cobalt Ridge section 
of Levittown. (continued on next page)

By Nick Raschilla
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NICK’S R/T, CONTINUED

(cont) In addition, the dash was altered to include four additional 
gauges.   In the mid to late 1972 timeframe, Mr. Pitts blows the original 
engine in a street race against a Ford Mach 1 Mustang on the Route 1 
bypass Super Highway behind Oxford Valley Mall.  Mr. Pitts then installs a 
worked 413 Wedge Engine and continues to race the car.  The engine is 
worked to the point that it is not feasible for use as a daily driver.  It is at 
this point Mr. Pitts buys a 1970 Red Challenger R/T SE “V” code 440 Six 
Pack with Shaker Hood out of Philadelphia.  After a few short months Mr. 
Pitts decides to race the Challenger instead of the Coronet R/T, so an 
engine swap between the Challenger and Coronet 
was accomplished.  

Mr. Pitts offers the Coronet R/T for sale and on 
4-26-73 I bought the car.  At 20 years old this car 
was my daily driver from that point on with many 
nights cruising Hatboro, Decatur Rd. and the other 
usual spots. At this point I rebuilt the stock 440 six 
pack motor.

In the fall of 1974 on a Saturday morning as I lay in 
bed, I heard my father ask my mother, “Where is 
Nick’s car?”.  It was at that exact moment I knew 
the car had been stolen from right in front of my 
house.  In speaking to a neighbor five doors down, 
he reported to me that about 3am that morning he observed 
two individuals pushing my car to in front of his house, popping 
the hood and hot wiring it, at which time they drove off. He 
assumed it was me having car problems and did not report the 
incident.   After a police report was filed with Lower 
Southampton Township, the car was found a week later stripped 
in a corn field just off of route 213 Bridgetown Pike just past 
Bristol Rd.  The Police reported to me that after a stakeout in 
the corn field, the thieves were caught in a car stripping 
operation along with several other High Performance Vehicles.  
The Police where then led to a home behind the Buck Hotel 
where all of the parts for my car were located. Turns out I 
worked briefly with the thief while employed at the Factory 
Whistle Company.  All of the parts along with the shell of the car 
were returned to me by the township police department.

At that point, I reassembled the car to driving condition, but 
deem the paint too damaged and scratched from racing the car through 
the corn field, it needed paint.  So after driving the car for about 10,000 
miles I took it off the road for a total restoration.  At that time, I went to 
Central Motor Parts in Trenton NJ and ordered all of the NOS exterior 
trim that is currently on the car for its eventual restoration.  That was 
1975.   
(continued on next page)

Top:   At Atco Dragstrip with previous owner Bob Pitts.  
Second: R/T parked in front of Nick’s parent’s house 
Third: Car as recovered after theft and back in Nick’s possession.
Bottom: A heartbreaking scene for any car owner shows the interior 
after the theft.
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The restoration was never realized due to the fact I bought a 1970 Road 
Runner and restored it, got married and raised three children and moved 
three times dragging the R/T with me. 

When I got married, I sold the Road Runner to help with the down 
payment for the house and the only reason I didn’t sell the Coronet R/T 
was due to the fact I had disassembled it for the restoration that never 
happened.  
 
So, the car sat in the garage for the next 34 years.  Finally, as the kids left 
college the time was now right for the full restoration that eventually 
took four years.  So on August 25 of 2006, the shell was hauled down to 
Ernie Gustafson Auto body on Davisville Rd. in Hatboro Pa for the body 
work and paint.  Mr. Steve Reim was responsible for this project and the 
body and paint was completed by February of 2007. Once the shell was 
painted it was determined I would need to build a garage , as the house 
garage was just too risky with all of the traffic through it, not to mention 
there was not enough laydown room for the restoration of all the 
individual components.  I performed the interior seats and dash 
restoration and very quickly discovered that time was not on my side, as I 
have a side business restoring antique arcade equipment and this car 
project was taking away from that.  So it was determined I needed to find 
someone to rebuild the engine and install the drivetrain.  I sent the Engine 
to Bob Karakashian, AKA Mr. Six Pack, to be built to the specifications 
that he and I discussed.  Bob dyno’d the engine and another component 
completed.  Unbelievable guy to work with!  Another problem was getting 
the engine bay correct, as it had been modified over the years.  So the 
engine bay and drivetrain were detailed and installed by Mark at Blue Star 
Performance (now Magnum Restorations) in the fall of 2009.  Once I got 
the car back in the late fall of 2010 I installed the carpet and restored 
interior, hung all of the exterior trim, and worked out the usual bugs. 

It’s now July of 2011 and time to start the show season.  As to why I didn’t 
paint the engine the correct turquoise along with the correct 4 bbl 
carburetor, well the only way I ever knew this car was with that orange 
440 six pack engine.  P.S. I’m still looking for that 70 V Code R/T SE Shaker 
Challenger with a Vin Code sequence number ending in 440384.    

NICK’S R/T, CONTINUED

So...how did this car get chosen?  We select a 
member’s name at random…and feature one of 

that member’s cars. 
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See Us On Facebook! 

Our MHCC Facebook page is a great way to stay 
in contact with other members between meetings and 
events.  Next time you're on Facebook, search for 
Mopar Heritage Car Club.  

Sorry to be late this time, folks. 

Many of you have noticed my absence at car events 
this year. I have attended just one show that I entered 
and another that I helped judge, but did not bring a car. 
It’s been a bit crazy, and I was unable to finish this 
newsletter in time. Sorry folks!  
 
Say it Ain’t So, Sergio! 

Currently, the only cars built in the USA under 
FCA are the Viper, Dart and 200. The Viper will stop 
production after the 2017 model years while 200 and 
Dart production will move to Mexico.

The big money is made on Jeeps and Rams so it’s 
understandable that production should be kept at the 
most costly plants to operate. But what about 
“Imported from Detroit”?

To be fair, FCA isn’t the only maker to move 
production of small cars to areas outside the USA.  
 
New Challenger T/A for 2017!  

 
Three models of the new T/A will be available; T/A, T/A 
Plus and T/A392. All have a new (AAR inspired) hood 
scoop. That flat black hood is matched to a roof, 
decklid and body side stripes also in flat black.  Each 
one gets a cold air intake and performance exhaust 
system. A 6 speed manual is standard (as it should be) 
but an automatic is available. But that’s not all….. 

New Charger Models Too!  

Charger for 2017 is now available with a Daytona 
trim level. A flat black roof and graphics package makes 
it obvious that your new Charger is a Daytona and 
Dodge outfits each one with a cold air intake and 
performance exhaust system. Charger Daytonas will be 
available with both the 5.7l and 6.4l engines.  
 
T-Shirts Are Here!

Our official MHCC shirts are here. If you ordered 
one and have yet to get it, be sure to contact Matt. 

Important Dates in Mopar History  
Compiled by Celeste Morris  

July 7, 1928  
Plymouth division founded.

July 25, 1957  
Virgil Exner elected first Vice President of Styling for 
the Chrysler Corporation.

August 18, 1940  
Walter P. Chrysler dies at age 65.

 
 

 
 

Odds & Ends
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Continued on next page.

In order to effectively "restore" something on a car, it needs to be brought back to its original condition, as new 
when it was installed / assembled on the car.  Anything else would essentially be considered an "over restored" 
part or car.  With the restoration that I did on my Dad's 69 GTX 
convertible, we were fortunate enough to have a fairly untouched, 
unmolested, original car that had tons of grease and grime on it.  Being 
that this car was so original, I started documenting every little detail as 
we went along with our restoration.  This way I would be able to 
replicate the factory process of how the car was assembled, painted, 

installed, etc.  
 
After the car was all assembled back together and we started 
showing the GTX at shows, I started looking at the detail of other 
cars to compare things.  I was very surprised at how incorrect 
some cars were yet people 
claimed them to be 
"concours restored" cars. 

 (Keep in mind, this is just for the era of cars that I was restoring at 
the time, specifically 68-70 B body cars.)  I've seen cars have the under 
coating sprayed in the wheel wells only to have areas masked off and 
have a nice sharp, clean line.  This is very contradictory as to what the 
assembly line worker would have done !  Think of all the time wasted 
where the employee would have had to mask stuff off, spray in the 
under coating, then, unmask everything, all while the car was moving 
on the assembly line.  Under coating would have soft edge lines (fading 
pattern) where a cardboard template would have been to prevent 
undercoating from getting in areas where parts might have needed to 
be installed.  Areas such as where the upper control arms and shocks 
would be installed in the front wheel wells or where the leaf springs 
might have been bolted up to.  Again, think in terms of ease of 
assembly down the line.  If undercoating was in an area where a bolt 
would have gone, it could have caused a problem with getting an 
accurate torque on a part or caused installation problems from the 
hole now being partially filled up with rubberized undercoating.  

Another common mistake I have seen on some cars is the rear leaf 
springs and how they are painted / assembled.  Back in the late 60s and 
70s, Chrysler had two vendors making the leaf springs for them. 
 (Rarely Chrysler made any of their own parts in house.  Imagine how 
big the Chrysler Corp would have had to be.  They simply outsourced 
things and installed the pre-assembled parts).  One of the leaf spring 
vendors had a rust preventative measure of dipping the entire assembled 
leaf springs into cheap, gloss black paint.  This paint would most likely be 
compared to a 70-80% gloss black paint of todays standards.

Original Undercoating Pattern

Replicated Undercoating Pattern

Presented by 
Brian KapralRestoration Corner

Restored - Over-Restored - Custom…It’s all In the Details!

Leaf springs prior to restoration. 
Note colored paint markings on 
ends to denote application info 

for rapid identification.
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 This meant the bands that held the leafs of the springs 
together would have had black paint on them also.  An easy 
way to tell if your springs came originally dipped in black 
paint would be to disassemble the leafs and you could see 
where the paint came in contact between the leafs.  The 
other way that the leaf springs could have been made was 
the leafs were the natural heat treated, cast iron color with 
zinc plated bands.  Depending when your car was built or 
which plant your car was built at would determine which 
of these two assembly line style leaf springs would have 
been installed on your car.  What I have seen a lot of 
people do is have people paint the leaf springs black, and 
then have the zinc plated bands holding the springs 
together.  Either you have it one way or the other.  It is completely incorrect to 
have it exhibiting both ways. 

Something else that I have noticed is that when people put the new weather stripping on in the trunk area, people always put 
the seam for the gasket dead center at the 6 o clock position.  I have yet to see one original factory example of this 
characteristic.  For some reason, the factory always had the seam off center to the right or the left by about 3-5 inches.  What 
the reasoning was behind this?  At this point, I have yet to find a definitive answer.  There is speculation that it was because it 
might have been due to worries of water getting between the gap and potentially causing a problem with the latching 
mechanism and corrosion.  Again, its speculation at this point.  Another common mistake is that the adhesive used for the 
trunk weather stripping was a yellowish / tan color.  Most people over look this and use a black adhesive.  Also, the adhesive 
was put on in a not - so - neat manner.  Globs of adhesive have been found running down into the rain gutter and other areas 

on unrestored cars.
It is important to remember that if you are doing a restoration, these cars were NEVER built to be show cars.  They were a 
mass produced item which were meant to be built, shipped out, and sold.  As long as the outside and interior of the car looked 
good and passed inspection it got the thumbs up to be shipped out and sold.

Hopefully some of these pointers help you in your restoration process if you are going for that desired look.  If not, I still 
applaud you for making your car look however you want it to be as no matter what the vehicle, they are all timeless classics. 
 After all, we all have our own personal preferences with our cars and they each have their own personality.  Whatever it 
takes, keep them on the road and out of the junk yards !    

Spring assembly restored and painted. 
Waiting for the paint to harden to apply the 

paint markings.

Continued from previous page.

 
Brian brings some great insight about how our beloved cars were built. As much as we may sometimes want to think 
otherwise…the cars of this era weren’t built as showpieces. They were mass produced vehicles and due to the speed 

needed on the assembly line, it simply wasn’t practical to carefully hand finish these new vehicles. 

Correct, off center trunk weatherstrip seam.
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THIS SUNDAy…Show Time!!!
Pass the word on making this a great event for the Bucks County Heroes Scholarship 

Fund!  
 

We need you!! Please come and help with the event…or just bring your car! The 
location is tremendous with a permanent food vendor, permanent bathrooms and a 

beautiful park setting!
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DODGE VIPER 
A Hisssstory on America’s Real Supercar, Part 1 

At the close of the 2017 model year, Viper production grinds to a halt. In this, and upcoming issues we’re going to 
take a brief look at a car that took on the best the world had to offer and put ‘em on the trailer. But first, a look 
into what was going on when the Viper concept came to life.

In 1988, a conversation occurred between then President of Chrysler, Bob Lutz and the Chief of Design, Tom 
Gale. Bob thought it would be a good idea to build a modern-day Cobra. He wanted to build a sports car using 
the best modern technology available for the engine, transmission and suspension.  At the same time, this new car 
would not be hindered with turbocharging, antilock brakes or any of the other technology that takes away from 
the pure driving experience.  
 
At that time, Carroll Shelby was already involved with Chrysler as a"performance consultant”. He was building 
high-performance, limited production Dodges. Due to Shelby's health issues at the time (waiting for a heart 
transplant), he wasn't directly involved in the Viper’s design, but the folks at Team Viper regarded him as 
the"conscience" of the car to ensure that the vehicle was true to the idea of power and simplicity.
 
85 of Chrysler's best engineers were put together to form Team Viper. This small group would be responsible for 
turning out a concept car and eventually bringing to production the Dodge Viper. At the time, Chrysler owned 
Lamborghini who was involved in tuning and designing the V10 engine. While many believe that the Dodge truck 
V10 is similar to the Viper’s, in fact the only thing they have in common is a 90 degree V.  
 
The concept car, as shown above made it’s first appearance at the North American Auto Show. Public reaction 
was so strong that it was decided that the Viper should be a production car.  In fact, checks and letters of intent 
to purchase started coming in before it was announced that Viper would be produced.  Even the President of the 
German Ferrari club wanted to know how to get a Viper!  

In this link, see how Lee Iacocca and Carrol Shelby introduced the car. (More next time!)  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k-f_AuSp62s
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 Uview Air-Lift  
 
If you're like me...you're always looking for the next tool that 
will help make tinkering in your garage easier and more fun. 
Forget the fact that it could be cheaper and easier to have 
these things done by a pro...where's the fun in that?

Friends of mine operate an independent garage and I saw this 
tool in action.  After their endorsement I just had to have one 
as I have had problems in the past getting all the air out of the 
Viper's cooling system after changing the coolant.

The early Viper's cooling systems are hard to bleed. There is a 
"de-aeration tank" mounted under the hood, but it's higher 
than the radiator. Some aftermarket firms make special bleeding valves to be installed onto the hoses to help 
get the air out, but they don't look factory and are likely another place for a leak to start. The Air-Lift is 

supposed to take care of all that without any type of valves or vehicle 
modifications.

So...what do you get? In a nice case, you get the tool itself which has a 
vacuum gauge and quarter turn valve with quick connect. Two hoses; 
one as a venturi...the other for adding coolant. Finally an assortment of 
adapters.

Basically, you drain your coolant as normal. Then, using the appropriate 
adapter you insert the tool into either the radiator neck or overflow 
tank neck. With the venturi hose connected, you use shop air to draw a 
vacuum. Once you reach 25 on the gauge...you close the valve and 
disconnect the venturi hose. You'll notice the hoses flatten as the 
vacuum rises. It's recommended that you wait 20 seconds watching the 
gauge to ensure there's no leaks. You then connect the coolant hose. 
The opposite end of this hose is in a bucket with your water/coolant 
mix. Open the valve. The fresh coolant is drawn into the cooling system. 
Once the gauge reads "0"...you're done. I was surprised how quickly the 
fresh coolant was drawn into the system...and how accurate the fill 
level was when done. It's also good to know that we won't have air 
pockets to cause a problem later.

Finally, there are a couple companies that make these...but this is the 
one recommended by guys that use it everyday. There's also a lesser 
model made of plastic by the same company if you'd like one that's 
more budget friendly. One of our club approved vendors sells them 
too; Bill Flannery Automotive in Bensalem.

cool tools!

Top:   Tool inserted into overflow tank with 
shop air connected to create a vacuum.
Bottom: Suction tube installed and fresh 
coolant is drawn into the cooling system.
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Treasurer's Report 6/13/16 
Submitted by Andy Dymek

Car Show & Cruise Calendar  
Compiled by Bill Koehler  

Also check our Facebook page for recent additions 
EVENTS IN RED ARE MHCC EVENTS  

September 11, 2016  
MHCC All Makes Car Show Neshaminy State Park….See 
flyer in this issue. 

 
September 15 
Cruise Falls Township Community Park; 6  to  9  

September 16 
Cruise at Justa Farm; 6  to  9  
 
September 17 
Third Annual New Britain Fall Festival Auto Show  
North Branch Park, 207 Park Ave.,  Chalfont;  9  to  2  
 
September 17 
Warminster P.B.A. On The Runway; 10  to  3  
 
September 17 
Chariots Of Fire  
Boeing Plant, Rt 95 Exit 8, Ridley Park.   10  to  3 
 
September 17 
Knights of Columbus, Lady Of Good Counsel Parish  
611 Knowles Ave, Southampton   11  to   3  
 
October 9, 2016  
MHCC All Mopar Show at Fred Beans Chrysler Dodge 

Starting Treasury Balance:
Dues Received:  
Insurance Policy 
T-Shirts Purchase
August Dinner Bill Extra 
Gift Baskets 
Postage 
T-Shirt Sales  

$2187.26.  
$0.0  
-350  
-391  

15.00
-130.96  

-3.00  
251.00  

$1578.30

NOTE: Memberships paid via Paypal have a % in transaction fees taken, 
resulting in an uneven deposit  

Our MHCC members rockin’ the show scene in their official MHCC apparel!  

Coming Up In The Next Issue
• Product Review
• Restoration Feature
• Member's Mopar Feature...& Much More!

What do YOU want to see in the newsletter?  
 

We’re glad to accept suggestions and 
comments to make the MHCC newsletter.  

 
Also…please send your pictures of MHCC 
members on the scene for the newsletter!


