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From The Pres... 
As our first year draws to a close, we have much to feel proud about.  We’ve had two 
shows, a BBQ-Rally and a dozen monthly meetings. We’ve also been able to make a couple 
substantial charitable contributions to worthy causes. Nice work, folks!  
 
I’d like to welcome Brian Kapral to the newsletter! His story on alternators can be found 
on pages 6 and 7.  Thanks also to Bill Kohler for his show listings and Andy Dymek for the 
Treasurer’s report. This issue also features a Vendor Spotlight, a tool review and much more. 

If there’s something you’d like to see in the newsletter….please let me know.                          
Matt Morris

Under The Hood 
Tom Finocchio’s 1970 ‘cuda 

Tom found this 1970 Barracuda in North 
Jersey and brought it home in 2006.  It’s first two 
owners were neighbors and Tom has receipts back 
to 1978 as well as the original broadcast sheet 
and window sticker. Originally a slant six powered 
car, it was in fairly good shape overall. Other than 
the fact that the interior smelled like…well….a 
dead mouse. 

Tom had planned to do a hemi ‘cuda clone at 
that time so the Barracuda was driven around the 
block once…then taken apart.

A full rotisserie restoration was started. Tom 
reports that many mistakes were made along the 
way…but in the end…it all worked out.  
(continued on next page)
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TOM FINOCCHIO’S ‘CUDA, CONT.

Tom performed all the work 
himself, except for the final body 
work and paint. Keith Reed 
handled the body work while 
Street Vizions in Pottstown did the 
blocking and paint. If the shaker 
stripes look familiar…you have a 
good eye. These were custom 
made by Around Town Graphics 
after a graphic artist friend of Tom’s 
designed the stripes to resemble 
those on the modern Challenger.

Tom reports that the driveline 
is “pretty tame”. It’s a 426 Hemi 
with dual quads, a mild cam backed 
by a Passion 18 spline 4 speed.  At 
the rear, a Dr. Diff 4:10 Dana. I have 
to disagree Tom…sounds pretty 
stout to me!

The car was completed just in 
time to be entered in two shows. It 
was an award winner in the 
Modified Class at our club’s show 

at Fred Beans in the Fall.  

A striking color combination in a 
‘cuda, hemi power and 4 speed…
what’s not to like?  

If you have yet to see this car in 
person…look for Tom this 
season…you’ll be glad you did.

So...how did the above  car get 
chosen?  We've listed and 

numbered every membership. For 
each issue we'll simply draw a 

number to select who's car will be 
featured. 

Top: How it all began  
Middle: ..and away we go!  
Bottom: 426 Hemi/4 speed

‘CUDA IN 1970…PLYMOUTH MADE IT!

The 3rd generation Barracuda arrived in 1970.  Everything from a 
slant 6 to a 426 Hemi was available. Crazy colors like In-Violet and 
Moulin Rouge made these the brightest Barracudas ever!
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See Us On Facebook! 
Our MHCC Facebook page is a great way to stay 

in contact with other members between meetings and 
events.  Next time you're on Facebook, search for 
Mopar Heritage Car Club.

Viper ACR Sets Track Records! 
While the Hellcat Challengers and Chargers are 

making a huge splash on the street, strip and show 
circuit…the current Viper ACR has been tearing up the 
track.  Despite that…not being noticed. 

The Viper ACR has set track records at Laguna 
Seca, Road Atlanta, Waterford Hills, Nelson Ledges, 
Motown Mile, Gingerman Raceway, Pittsburgh 
International, Grattan, Virginia International, Willow 
Springs, MotorSport Ranch, Buttonwillow and Inde 
Motorsports Ranch. Not bad for a street legal car. 
 
Membership Update

At the time of writing, we have 53 memberships. 
It's important to remember that a MHCC membership 
is a "family membership”, so our actual number of 
members is much higher than 53. 

I’d like to say “thanks” to everyone for the part 
they play in our club. The recruiting effort and “passing 
the word” has been great! In fact, your attendance at 
our monthly meetings makes an impact by creating a 
welcoming environment to those that visit for the first 
time.  
 
We Still Need Member’s Mopars Pictures

We’d like to include your cars on the our website’s 
Member’s Mopars pages. Just send a digital picture to 

Matt and he’ll get it included. Most cell phones take a 
good enough picture for website use…so send ‘em in!

Hanging Out With the Mopar Heritage Car 
Club Can Be Difficult…if you have an Olds.  

 
Steve Derer is a friend to many of our members…and 
a good sport! He takes a good hearted ribbing from 
Mopar folks with his beautiful Oldsmobile 442…as 
seen in this picture.  
 
Still Time To Be A Founding Member..Hurry!  

If you know someone that you think would enjoy 
our club…please remember that when this year 
ends…so does the opportunity to be a MHCC 
Founding Member.  All that join prior to 2016 have 
their names added to the Founding Members page on 
our website. This page will remain as a "thank you" to 
all that joined at the very beginning. Remember, anyone 
that joins or renews after July gets the following year’s 
membership at no extra charge! 
http://www.moparheritagecarclub.com/

Odds & Ends

http://www.moparheritagecarclub.com/thankyou...toour.htmlthankyou...toour.html
http://www.moparheritagecarclub.com/thankyou...toour.htmlthankyou...toour.html
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September 2015

BBQ-Rally
The first annual MHCC BBQ-Rally was took 
place on September 20, 2015. The home 
base for this event was the home of Matt 
and Celeste Morris. The club provided 
drinks, hamburgers and hot dogs. Each 
member brought a dish to share. There were 
lots of delicious goodies!  
 
Tim Eberle set up the rally route, directed 
and scored the rally participants. 5 teams set 
out on the rally, each leaving 5 minutes apart. 
During the route, the teams were instructed 
to pick up an item from the Check Point. 
Teams competed for the prestigious MHCC 
Hernando deSoto Awards. Teams were 
scored not only for the time spent on the 
road, but also for answering a number of 
Mopar trivia questions.  
 
When the results were tallied, the winning 
teams were as follows: Team Downs/White; 
Team Dymek; and Team Tippy/Lauff.  
 

Team White/Downs 
L-Kevin White R- Jeff Downs

Team Dymek 
Andy, Dawn, Breanne & Michael

Team Tippy/Lauff  
L-R Adrienne, Steve, Brendon

Check Point Personnel  
Roy & Janice Harmon

Thanks to Tim Eberle for directing the rally. Photos: Skids
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MHCC Members On The Showfield

Showtime!

October 10, Glenside PA  
John Stover, Tom Cabano, Skids, Bill Koehler, Mark Gold & 
John Taggart all bring home the gold!

November 7,  
                      Vargo Dragway  
Tom Cubano, Mark Gold, Bill Koehler & 
John Skidmore. Skid’s Road Runner takes 
an award!

May 31, Warminster, PA  
Matt’s Viper and Skid’s Challenger  

Both  Won Awards!

November 15, North Penn VFW  
Mike Bubka, Tom Marron, Tom Cubano, John Stover,  
Skids & Bill & Christine Hertneky.

December 13, NE Philadelphia  
Pat Tucker, Mark Gold, John Stover, Tom 
Cubano, Steve Regan, Ken Rossiter.  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Presented by 
Brian KapralRestoration Corner

How many of us have actually had the chance to see or even look at 
closely an original unrestored, low mileage, or NOS alternator?  There is a 
vast difference between a rebuilt one and an original pertaining to the 
casing.  These aluminum parts such as the housings on the alternator, or 
nose of a starter were all formed in pressed "green sand" cast.  This "green 
sand" was an extremely fine sand which allowed for a nice, smooth (not 
perfectly) finish of the aluminum parts.  A common mistake that 99% of 
rebuilders / restoration shops do is to sand blast the housings which 
removes this smoother finish on the aluminum.  Unfortunately, once this 
process is done, you’ve lost that "OE" Original Equipment appearance for 
ever !  While sand blasting does give the aluminum that nice, bright colored 
appearance, the soft aluminum now has fine pit marks in the material.  Sand 
blasting also will lose the detail with raised surfaces such as date coding 
and other characteristics that many people look for.  Luckily, not all 
rebuilders / restoration places use sand blasting to remove this oxidation 
process.  Some places have a secret proprietary process while others 

utilize a chemical process which is very caustic to the skin, yet leaves a 
brilliant looking piece that just as smooth as when it was cast 
originally (as long as the piece is pit free to begin with).   
 
Since we are on the topic of alternators..... how many of us know the 
difference between a "square back" and a "round back" alternator? 
(Shown at right.)  
 
 The early alternators utilized what was known as a "round back" 
design.  The rear casing of the alternator for the most part, was still a 
round shape with the positive diodes being pressed into a cast 

aluminum "dog bone end like" housing.  This aluminum part has a different finish / texture 
than the "green sand" cast front and rear housing pieces which slightly makes the 
aluminum have a different shade.  The diodes on the round back style are stamped with 
the part number, Motorola logo, and date code.  There are three positive diodes, and 
three negative diodes.  The positive diodes are stamped with a red ink while the negative 
diodes are stamped in a black ink.  Easy way to think of it is the same as the battery 
cables.  Red for positive, and black for negative.  This is a detail that is often over looked 
during a restoration of the alternator.  Another detail characteristic of the round back 
alternator is that it seems the factory used a different color paint marking on the housing 
to differentiate the alternator amperage for making it easy to pick and pull the parts 
during assembly.  Think of how much time would be wasted looking at the alternators just 

trying to see what number is stamped into the casing vs. looking for a color and pulling it. (Continued on next page)

Getting a Charge Out of Mopar Alternators!
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Presented by 
Brian KapralRestoration Corner

Remember, time is money on the assembly line !  This "round back" style alternator was used up until 1971 with 1970 
and 1971 having a dual field alternator.  Up till 1969, the alternators were a single field.
 
Starting in 1972, the alternators had a change in appearance on the rear housing.  This style was known as the 
"square back" since the part of the casing now had a squared off part of the alternator for the change in the diode 
parts.  While the front casing was relatively the same, there was a minor change with how the front bearing was held 
in place.  Part numbers and final assembly date codes were no longer stamped into the rear housing but affixed with 
a thin aluminum anodized tag that was attached to one of the three bolts that held the front and rear housings 
together.  These tags are often either lost during a rebuild or deteriorated away.  Like the "round back" alternator, the 
"square back" alternator utilized a black plastic collar like cover to prevent accidental grounding to the positive stud 
on the back of the alternator.  The "square back" also had the same red paper diagnostic warning tag that was 
attached to the one field brush.  These two things are also often over looked during a rebuild / restoration.

 
An easy way to tell if your alternator has been rebuilt or not is by looking at the rear bearing.  
Original, factory installed alternators had a special rear bearing that had a raised ring and 
dimple design.  Rebuild companies typically put a smooth rear bearing in as these raise ring, 
dimple bearings are no longer made.
 
Yet another incorrect feature that rebuilding companies do is to gold cad the pulley.  Pulleys 
were NEVER gold cad plated from the factory !  The pulleys were always painted a cheap high 
gloss (semi-gloss by today's standards) that often dulled down from the heat inside the engine 
compartment.  Pulleys were not painted on the rotor and were painted, then pressed on 

during assembly.  Some faint tooling marks on the front of the painted pulley have been noticed on low mileage 
original alternators from the pulley being pressed on during assembly.
 
I hope you found this educational and I look forward to writing more of these restoration tips and techniques. For 
those who might have a question, please feel free to reach out to me at Resq302@aol.com

Editor’s Note:  
Thanks very much to Brian for taking the time to put together a 
very informative and helpful story.  
 
Related to alternators, it’s good to know that Brian has reproduced 
a very helpful tool to aid in the adjustment of alternator belts. 
These are reproductions of tools that were available many years 
ago.  These are padded and plastic coated to ensure that your 
alternator isn't scratched or damaged while servicing.

Contact Brian for more info.

mailto:Resq302@aol.com
mailto:Resq302@aol.com
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Vendor Spotlight 
Bill Flannery Automotive 

If you've spent any time under, around, or near 
a specialty car...you know how important it is 
to have the correct tools and supplies for 
everything from detailing and body work to 
mechanical repairs and maintenance. You'll be 
glad to know that there's a local business ready 
to help.

Bill Flannery Automotive has been supplying 
collision shops, auto technicians and 
automotive hobbyists for over 30 years.  Auto 
paint, interior dyes, specialty and mechanic's 
tools...even the clips and fasteners that can be 
hard to find. Have a small paint project? They 
can also mix the custom paint you need and 
put it in a spray can. 

Now with three locations, this PPG Platinum 
distributor has one big advantage...they know 
their products.  Due to Flannery's relationships 
with the manufacturers you can expect the 
very latest in tips and techniques direct from 
the Flannery staff.

Flannery Automotive has been serving 
automotive professionals for over 30 years. 
They are the best secret for auto enthusiasts 
and do it yourself folks.

Bill Flannery Automotive's main location is on 
Wells Drive in Bensalem. They also have stores 
in Telford and Philadelphia. For more info, see 
them at www.flanneryautomotive.com. 

http://www.flanneryautomotive.com/
http://www.flanneryautomotive.com/
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Quip-All Portable Charge All/Jump Starter

There’s little worse for a car owner than dealing with a dead battery.  They never give up 
at a good time…it’s always inconvenient. ..and be expensive if you need a tow. Enter the Quip-

All Portable Charge All & Jump Starter.  
 

Housed in a zippered case that would fit in your 
glovebox, this unit comes with a tremendous number of 
adapters to charge almost any laptop, cell phone, MP3 
player, camera, etc. It also comes with a small pair of 

jumper cables to jump start your car.

The Charge All Jump Starter holds a charge for 
about 6 months and can be re-charged with the included 
AC adapter or via your car’s cigarette lighter or power 
point socket.

When you see the compact size, it’s hard to believe 
that this could actually start a car. I saw one in action at 
Carlisle starting a 1970 Coronet’s 440 V8 after the owner had allowed the stereo to play too long. In fact, 
when he heard the stereo’s amplified start to shut off…he came running. I didn't think there was any way 
something this small would start that car.  While the starter didn’t turn over as quickly as with a full size, fully 
charged battery….the 440 came to life.  There’s one in my trunk now.

Shown in zippered case on left; opened case with 
all accessories on the right.

cool tools!
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Treasurer's Report 
Submitted by Andy Dymek

Calendar 
Compiled by Bill Koehler

January 15-17, 2016.  
Allentown Auto Mania, Swap Meet  
Allentown Fairgrounds  
302 N. 17th Street, Allentown PA 18104  
 
January 30 - February 7, 2016.  
Philadelphia Auto Show, Philadelphia Convention 
Center  

February 27 -  March 1, 2016  
Atlantic City Classic Car Show, Car Auction, Swap 
Meet  
Atlantic City Convention Center  
 
 
May 7, 2016  
MHCC All Mopar Show 
Fred Beans Dodge Chrysler Jeep  
858 N. Easton Road, Doylestown, PA  
 
September 11, 2016  
MHCC All Makes Car Show 
Neshaminy State Park  
DETAILS TO COME 
 

PLEASE NOTE: Items listed in red are MHCC Events.

Charitable Contribution
When it was found that the raindate of the fall Beans 

show would coincide with the date for another show, 
Engines for Emma, we voted to give $3 for every vehicle 
registered for our show as well as place a donation jar to 
benefit Engines for Emma. 

At the Beans show, Bill Hertneky won the 50-50 and 
donated his winnings to the Engines for Emma jar. In all, 
$250 was sent to the charity.

Thanks to Bill Koehler for preparing the donation jar; 
thanks to our membership for voting to help this charity 
and thanks to Mark and Karen Gold who made the initial 
suggestion for our group to get involved.

Finally…thanks to member Bill Hertneky for his 
generosity in giving back his winnings!  

Newsletter Help Welcomed!  
Have an idea for a story? Have a tip or technique that might be helpful to others?  

We’d be glad to have your help! Drop Matt a line to get started!

Coming Up In The Next Issue
• Coverage of our Fall show at Fred Beans 
• Tool Review
• Vendor Spotlight
• Member's Mopar Feature...& Much More!

Treasury Balance 11/1/15:
Get Well Gift:  
6 new memberships:  
Dinner bill overage:
Treasury Balance 12/1/15

$1400.53  
-$63.55  
$146.91  
$21.00  

$1504.89

NOTE: Memberships paid via Paypal have a % in transaction fees 
taken, resulting in a $23.97 deposit.  This is why the membership 
figure is not an even number

Charitable Contribution, Part II
When we heard about the devastating fire that took 

the home of Steve & Adrienne Fisher, we voted to help. 
We are going to contribute $150 to the GoFundMe site 
set up for them.

Adrienne is the force behind both the Hatboro First 
Friday Cruise Nights at Speed Raceway as well as the 
Hatboro Old York Road Cruises.


