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From The Pres…Under The Hood…. 
We’ve had our first show of the year, a great time at the Raschilla’s pinball palace, and our 
members are out in force hitting the shows and cruise nights. Bringing home some gold, 
too! 
 
This month’s feature car,  a 1970 GTX…better known as the Mistress….belongs to the 
Hayes family. 

                                                                        Till the next time… Matt Morris

Under The Hood 
The Hayes’ 1970 Plymouth GTX

Sometimes things are just meant to be. Take the 1970 
GTX gracing these pages. Karl Hayes, the owner, tells 
me that he first laid eyes on this GTX on June 5, 1983.  
It then belonged to a neighbor, but it was love at first 
sight. In fact, Karl regularly approached his neighbor 
about selling the car. As odd as it may seem today…
Karl first bought the engine out of the GTX in 1983 as 
he had drag racing plans for a 1970 Duster.  As luck 

would have it…17 years later Karl was finally able to 
acquire the car to go with the engine!

Sadly, Karl only got one ride with his then 6 year old 
son, Karl.  The GTX lost oil pressure shortly after 
being adopted. A lifter had popped out of it’s bore. 
Next, the brakes stopped working.  
 
                    (Continued On Next Page)
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HAYES’ GTX CONTINUED 

At that time, the Hayes’ were expecting their 
second child so the GTX and it’s projects were 
put on the back burner.  
 
After 15 years of storage, Karl’s wife Joann 
suggested getting the GTX running again. Karl is 
quick to thank friends Jack and Jon Benson in 
helping resurrect the old girl back to a running 
(and stopping) state.

 The GTX’s debut was at a cruise night 
at Katie O’Donnell’s that got Karl 
started in going to cruise nights and 
car shows.  
 
Karl and his daughter Molly are well 
known regulars on the circuit these 
days.

Joann also gave the GTX the name, 
“Mistress” as it’s claimed the car gets 
more attention than her. While we’re 
sure that was a tongue-in-cheek 
comment…there’s every reason to 
give this GTX a second look.

One big thing about this car that stands out to this writer is 
the 4 speed and Air Grabber  with a cloth interior. I don't 
ever recall seeing this interior in any other GTX.

Karl says, “I’ve met a lot of great 
people because of the car. An old 
friend that we know from family 
Johnny Skidmore suggested we join 
the club and we did.” 
 
Karl is also quick to mention that 
they’ve made some great friends. “To 
name a few, Donna and Jim; Janice 
and Roy: Tim and Kelli, Matt and 
Celeste…the list goes on and on.  
Kevin White also has been very 
helpful with some parts…and Joe 
Mack has been a help with tune-ups 
and all”   So...how did this car get chosen?  We select a member’s name 

at random…and feature one of that member’s cars. 
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HAYES’ GTX CONTINUED

A 1970 GTX with an Air-Grabber, pistol grip 
4 speed and unique cloth interior..what’s not 
to like?

So next time you see this rumblin’ GTX 
come your way…be sure to say hi to the 
Hayes’ crew….and the Mistress. 

The Rapid Transit System..in 1970 
Plymouth Made It!

For the 1970 model year, Plymouth introduced the Rapid Transit System 
which included the Duster 340, Road Runner, GTX, Sport Fury GT and ‘cuda.  
Ad copy at the time referred to this as a “total concept in high performance 

transportation that combines the lessons learned in competition, an 
information network, trick parts and great products.  

It gave owners information on tuning and modifying their cars as well as 
setting your car up for racing.
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Come To A Meeting!
Our MHCC monthly meetings are a great way to 

meet and visit with other members, have a bite to 
eat…and get your “Mopar-fix” during the week.

We meet every second Monday night at Giuseppe’s 
in Richboro. Officially starting at 7PM. Come on out!  

Why Did I Get A Newsletter In The 
Mail?

We knew there were a few members that don't do 
email or internet. In looking for a cost effective way to 
get our newsletter in their hands and get them the 
club’s news, we considered several ideas.

This was discussed at our April meeting. A huge 
“Thank You” to Alan Weinstein who volunteered to 
print and mail our newsletter to our non-email 
members.

 
Fred Beans Fall Show! 

The date is set, Sunday, October 1, for the 2017 
edition of our Fall show at Fred Beans Dodge Chrysler 
Jeep Ram. Save the date and pass the word! 

 
Sweatshirts & Tee-Shirts Are In!

If you placed an order…please contact Matt. We 
also just received the large t-shirts that were shorted 
in the original order.  You can also pick-up at the Morris 
household.

 
Club Roster In The Works! 

We’re setting up a roster so that we all can get in 
touch with each other. Bill Koehler’s passing…and our 
inability to get the word to everyone quickly… has 
prompted this.

This roster will ONLY be distributed to our 
members…it will not be made public under any 
circumstances, so your information will only be shared 
with our membership.

If you’d like to be included in our roster, please 
send your name, address, phone number, email address, 
and list of Mopars. We’ll also include occupations, if 
you’d like to provide that info. This may help members 
work together.

You can email the info to me at 
mattmorris@verizon.net or via regular mail at the 
address below. We’ll also take your info at a monthly 
meeting or club event/show.

Matt Morris

1276 Bridgetown Pike

Langhorne, PA 19053  
 

 
Important Dates in Mopar History 
Compiled by Celeste Morris 

May 17, 1868  
Horace Elgin Dodge Born
 
May 26, 1991  
2 Pre-Production Vipers debut at Indy 500 as Pace Car.

June 6, 1925  
Chrysler Corporation Founded.
 
June29, 2001  
Plymouth brand cancelled.

 . 
 

Odds & Ends

mailto:mattmorris@verizon.net
mailto:mattmorris@verizon.net
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I recently had our factory carburetor rebuilt, restored, and replated by a highly respectable person in the industry.  When we 
got the carb back it looked as good as it was when it was built by Carter.  
 
About a month or two after having the carb installed on the car, Mom and Dad took the car out to go on a week long AACA 
tour out to Gettysburg, PA.  Unfortunately, Mom's 70 Challenger convertible made it about a block away before it died.  Dad 
tried everything he could to get the car running but it seemed like it was just flooding 
out.  
 
I did the typical initial diagnostics one would do for an antique car...... check for gas 
squirting into the carb from the accelerator pump, pull a spark plug wire off and check 
for spark, etc.  Everything seemed ok.  I tried to start it and it would fire up and then get 
a real rough idle and then die.  After thinking about it, I pulled the top of the carburetor 
off.  Plenty of fuel so thats not the problem.  When I flipped the top of the carb over I 
heard a strange sound.  Something sloshing around.  I pulled the floats off the top of the 
carb and sure enough, one float was completely filled with gas !  As you can see from the 
picture, the float was brand new and shiny.  I placed a call to the rebuilder and told him 
what was going on and inquired if anyone else was having similar issues.  

 
 Sure enough, he said that he had about 5 other 
people have floats that went bad which were brand 
new.  Now, this guy didn't make the part and only installed it with the rebuild so I can't 
fault him for putting in a used, junk piece.  This was a brand new part !  Seems that 
todays wonderful ethanol fuel has been eating away at the solder that the company 
that made the floats used.   This causes them to fill with gas and sink allowing the 
needle and seat to open up thinking that the engine needs more gas when it doesn't 
and causes the engine to flood with gas.  The nice thing is that this float can be easily 
repaired and placed back in service again at some point.  The rebuilder was nice 
enough to send two new floats to me at no cost since the one he put in failed.  
 
In the mean time, while I was waiting for the replacements to come in, I took apart a 
spare rebuilt carb from my Charger to keep Mom's Challenger mobile and made 
another discovery..... the floats in my Charger were different than what the ones in the 

Challenger were.  Keep in mind, they took the same float according to Carter. 
 Apparently, the original floats are now being discontinued and a replacement that is smaller and slightly narrower are being 
made to replace them.  This is what was in my rebuilt carburetor that I had done by a different place years ago.  While they 
look different in appearance, they will work in the same manner.  However, it is best to have a matched pair (just like you 
would with your brakes!)  As you can see, the original has recessed ribs on the side and has a larger profile while the newer 
replacement has smooth sides and is not as tall as the original.  Like I said, both will do their jobs as long as they do not leak 
and take on gas.  However, if you are looking for that OE type resto, you will need the correct larger float with the recessed 
ribbed sides.

So, hopefully you don't run into the same problem that my parents did with their car before a long trip, but as many people 
have said before..... Just because its new, doesn't mean its good!  Til next time!                 -Brian

Presented by 
Brian KapralRestoration Corner

WHEN YOU'RE SUNK, YOU'RE SUNK !
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First of all, a HUGE “thank you” to 
the Raschillas for hosting the first 
ever MHCC “Pinball Night”.  
 
We all knew Nick had a real flair 
for details, as evidenced in the 
restoration of his 1968 Coronet 
R/T…featured in these very pages 
recently. When Nick invited our 
group to a night of pinball, few had 
any idea that we’d be playing on 
vintage pinball machines dating 
from 1959 to 1978…all restored 
to concours 
condition. Truly 
amazing.  
 
Nick is well known in 
the pinball world as a 
leading restoration 
expert. It was a treat 
to enjoy these 
machines and have a 
chance to visit with 
other MHCC 
members.

Sorry Nick..caught you with your eyes closed!
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Dodge Charger ‘Ute. . .What?
Smyth Ute Kits

Ever have a hankerin' for a Mopar Ute? Ya know, like an El Camino or Ranchero....but a Mopar? There was a 
time and a place, far away where Mopar Utes ran wild. That was years ago…in Australia. Built from the 1950s 

though the 1970s the Mopar 
‘Ute was very popular down 
under.  In fact, other makers 
made Utes until very recently. 
Later, Dodge and Plymouth 
marketed something similar 
with the Scamp and Rampage 
front drive small trucks.

Enter Smyth Conversion Kits. 
With their kits you can 
change your existing modern 
Charger into a Ute!  Smyth 
started making kits to convert 

Volkswagen Jettas into pickups, 
and since the conversion works best on big, strong, 4 
door sedans…well…the Charger was a natural. 
Apparently, many folks start out with a retired Charger 
Police unit. Hmm….a former police Charger with a 
Hellcat…make that…Demon powertrain? No, maybe an 
all wheel drive version?  
 

It seems that Smyth has really done their homework on these kits. In some cases, they are re-purposing parts 
from other cars to help make service and part availability easier. For example, the rear window in the 
Charger kit is from a GM Colorado…while 
modified Caravan taillights help make the car look 
like it came straight from Dodge.  
 
Want something really different..something will 
stand out on the showfield…or at Lowe’s when 
you pick up your mulch….here it is! See more at 
smythkitcars.com 

get the best of both worlds- 
Modern car performance- 

DIY Truck Utility!

http://smythkitcars.com
http://smythkitcars.com
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The Devil Made 
them do it! 

It’s alive!!! The Challenger Demon has hit the 
streets…and it’s one bad machine.  

• Highest Horsepower Of Any 
Production Car

• Highest G-Force By A Production 
Car

• World’s Fastest 0-60 Time For a 
Production Car

• World’s Fastest 1/4 Mile Time 
For a Production Car

• First Production Car To Lift the 
Front Wheels at Launch

 
Is that enough for ya? There's more.  
 
Get the Demon Crate, and you’ll get a 
box filled with what you need for a day at 
the dragstrip. A jack, front runner front 
wheels, performance air filter, torque 
wrench, cordless impact wrench, 
passenger mirror block off plate..and 
much more.

Add in a front passenger seat, rear seat and 
carpet for (are your ready?) $1 each. Yep, $1. Oh 
yeah, the crate mentioned above…that’s a buck 
too.

You can also add a sunroof, leather, audio 
systems and more to make your Demon easier 
to deal with day to day.

The Demon base sticker price is around 
$86,000. Not all that bad when you consider 
the Hellcat is $60,000 +.

This writer loves to see the competition 
among the makers, but wonders how many 
Demons will actually make it home? We know 
of many Hellcats that were wrecked on their 
maiden voyage. Perhaps some sort of driver 
training should be mandatory with the sale of 
these cars? 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cool tools!

One of the most common places on your car’s air-conditioning 
system to have a leak…are the schrader valves on the charging 
ports. The valve cores themselves aren’t costly…its the labor and 
cost of evacuating the A/C system…then drawing a vacuum and 
re-charging that makes changing these valves a costly preposition. 
 
This kit by Mastercool eliminates all that by allowing you to 
remove the old leaky valve and install a new valve without losing 
the A/C system’s charge. Here’s how it works.  
 
In this kit, you’ll find a valve body for both the high and low sides 
that attach as easily as the gauges you use for checking the 

pressure. You then thread the appropriate shaft onto the valve 
body.  Attach the charging port and push the shaft gently towards the valve. Unscrew the valve by turning the 
shaft and tighten locking nut. If correctly removed…the pressure of the A/C system will cause the shaft to slide 
outward. Once the shaft is all the way back…close the valve on the valve body…loosen and remove the shaft 
from the valve body. To put a new valve in, simply reverse the procedure.  
 
This kit covers both R12 and R134 systems and should fit almost any vehicle due to the different shafts.  

Just In Time For Summer, a Review Of The Mastercool 
Universal Valve Core Remover-Installer Kit

All in all…a very nice quality tool that works as it should. It’s a huge help and time 
saver for changing A/C valves.  
 
LEFT:  Tool on A/C port, with shaft in most outward position to remove valve.  
CENTER: Split tip of shaft that holds valve for removal-installation.  
RIGHT: One of the kit’s shafts. Shows nice quality of tool.
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Treasurer's Report,  June 2017 
Submitted by Andy Dymek

MHCC Event Calendar 
Check our Facebook page for up to date information on 

other shows and events. 
MONTHLY MEETINGS:  
Every 2nd Monday, 7PM 
Giuseppe’s in Richboro  
Intersection of 2nd Street Pike & Almhouse Road  
 
SAVE THE DATE!!! 
October 1, 2017  
MHCC Fall All Mopar Show  
Fred Beans Dodge Chrysler Jeep Ram  
Doylestown, PA  

Starting Treasury Balance:
Car Show Trophies:  
Donation, Kapral  
Donation, Koehler 

 
Ending Balance 

$3354.16  
-353.00  
-100.00  
-100.00

 
 

$2801.16

NOTE: Memberships paid via Paypal have a % in transaction fees taken, 
resulting in an uneven deposit  

Coming Up In The Next Issue

• Cool Tool Product Review

• Member’s Mopar Feature

• Restoration Corner

• Spring MHCC Show Coverage

ATTENTION MEMBERS!
2017 MHCC dues are now due.

 
We lowered the dues to $20 in 2016.  We can accept 
payments via Paypal or personal check. We also gladly 
accept cash in person at a meeting or other event.  
 
 
If you have already renewed…thank you!! 

newsletter help welcomed…heck..it’s needed! 
We welcome your comments about our newsletter.  

 
What do you like? What would you like to see in our newsletter? We’d appreciate your thoughts!  

 
The current editor has written hundreds of pages, and could use help in article suggestions. What would you 

like to see in our newsletter?  
 

Have you been to a good event? Jot down some thoughts, snap a couple pics with your cell phone…and send 
‘em over!  

time flies when you’re having fun!
2017 marks the 80th anniversary of the Mopar brand. “Mopar” was the brain 
child of Nelson Farley, who was Chrysler's Sales Promotions Manager in the 
1930s. It was decided that combining the words “motors” and “parts” would 
be easy to remember….Mopar.  
 
If you’re interested in learning more about the Mopar history…just say the 
word and we’ll prepare more for an upcoming issue.
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