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From The Pres…Under The Hood…. 
Happy Holidays! While winter stinks for playing with our cars outside, there are plenty of 
ways to get your “Mopar-fix” over the winter. Hopefully, this newsletter helps…but we 
also welcome you to our after-holiday party and monthly meetings. More info on both in 
this issue  .  
 
As always, I’m thankful for your requests for stories…so keep ‘em coming. In fact, one 
requested story is still being researched, so it’ll be coming soon. Finally, a word that dues 
are now, well, due for 2019.  
 
                                                                 Till the next time… Matt Morris

Under The Hood 
Steve Regan’s 1969 Road Runner Coupe

Most MHCC members are familiar with 
the Bahama Yellow 1969 Road Runner 
owned by Steve Regan. All cars have a 
story…but Steve’s more fortunate than 
some other owners in actually knowing 
the story and having documentation to 
prove it.  
 

This Road Runner was built on October 
29, 1968 in Los Angeles, California. 
Appropriately, the engine was built in May 
of 1968 and the transmission in 
September of 1968. Yep…this is a 
matching numbers and all original sheet 
metal Road Runner. That in itself is 
something.
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The original owner was a Laurence Durbin 
who purchased the car for his wife as a second 
car. Looking at the original window sticker, we 
have to wonder about his choice of 
equipment. A Road Runner coupe with 4 
speed and SureGrip axle but no power 
steering or brakes. They did add a tinted 
windshield, tachometer, woodgrain wheel, 
performance hood paint and air-grabber hood. 
Sounds like Mrs. Durbin was into performance 
cars.

The Durbins used the Road Runner as a 
second car, and in the 1980s, brought the car 
with them when they relocated to Pontiac, 
Michigan. The story goes…pulling a U-Haul 
trailer behind. At that time, the paint was 
getting a bit tired, so Laurence tried his hand at 
painting the exterior of the ‘runner. He scuffed 
and masked the bird and sprayed on the paint 
in his home garage. Believe it or not…that’s still 
the paint it’s wearing today. Steve reports that 
the engine compartment and trunk still sport 
their original paint. After that, the car went to 
Woodward Dream Cruises and enjoyed a 
slightly less active life. It was later sold to a 
cousin of the original owner…but that’s where 
the track goes cold.

In the early 2000s, Steve found the Plymouth 
for sale at a 
musclecar dealer in 
Michigan. Intrigued, 
he travelled to take 
a look. What he 
found impressed 
him…although he 
wasn’t sold on the 
color. Then the 
salesman showed 
him the volume of 
documentation that 
was with the car. 
Window sticker, build sheet, registrations from 
the original owner, temp registration from 
when the car was delivered and more. 
Needless to say, Steve brought her home.

So...how did this car get chosen?  We select a member’s name at random…and feature one of that member’s cars. 
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Once in Pennsylvania, Steve worked at the getting car cleaned 
up. Underneath, the floors were cleaned and painted. Since 
this car did not get the optional undercoating, it was simply 
grey primed from the factory. Thankfully, there was no rust to 
be found. He also wanted to recreate the look of his first 
Road Runner, a 1968 that he purchased used in 1969. A set of 
steel wheels for the back and classic Torq-Thrust D wheels 
for the front complete the look.
  
Now…we’ll 
address the 
elephant in the 
room. Yes, that’s a 
426 Hemi under 
the hood and no, 
it wasn’t always 
there. Steve 
wanted to help 
protect the 
matching-numbers 
383, so in 2014, 
Steve and some 
friends swapped in 
a Hemi for some street fun.

Remember that cousin we mentioned? A friend of Steve’s 
called him on the phone and mentioned that he saw on 
Craigslist that someone was searching for a 1969 Road 
Runner. A VIN was listed, and Steve’s friend was sure that 
it’s our feature car. Steve calls the number in the listing 
and sure enough, it’s the original owner’s cousin trying to 
find his former Road Runner. He actually hired a detective 
and offered a reward to find this machine. While Steve 
wasn’t interested in parting ways with the Plymouth, he 
did welcome the pursuer to come for a visit. (That’s just 
the kind of guy our Mr. Regan is.)  

Ok, ok, so what about the car? Besides the somewhat bare-
bones options list, this car is very unusual as it was 
built prior to the spring colors being released. 
Bahama Yellow wasn’t available as a regular 
production color when this car was 
manufactured, and the window sticker even calls 
out for V09 Special Order Paint.  
 
Inside this beeper is (with the exception of 
carpet) a completely original interior. 

There you have it…a great story on a cool car. 
Thanks to Steve for the pictures and info.
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NEW MEETING LOCATION!
After more than a few complaints about the food 

at Giuseppe’s, it was time to make a move. In October, 
we tried Lamberti’s Cucina in Feasterville. 

Upon arrival, we found that sandwiches would not 
be available. While most enjoyed their meals…the lack 
of sandwiches was a real problem. It also turned out to 
be a less than central location

Tim Eberle suggested Roman Delight in 
Warminster for our November meeting. Over 30 
members attended and I think it’s safe to say that 
everyone was well pleased. A great variety on the 
menu, very fair prices, good service…and the use of 
one of two private rooms.

Wheeler Dealers and a Viper Truck?
As I’m sure you’ve seen, the Velocity network…

now Motor Trend TV…runs a program called “Wheeler 
Dealers”.  In case you’re not familiar, it’s a program 
where a British auto dealer, Mike Brewer, buys a car…
and has his technician (Originally Edd China, more 
recently Ant Anstead) make the needed repairs and 
updates to re-sell the car at a profit.

This writer enjoys the program very much as 
Mike’s enthusiasm is infectious…and the technicians 
take the time to explain how and why the repairs are 
being made. 

Recently, I saw that the Wheel Dealers duo took 
on a 2004 Ram SRT-10. Among the projects were clutch 
and coils replacement.

 
 

Why Was There No Vargo This Year?
I know we all look forward to the yearly show at the 

former Vargo Dragway…now known as AGA Farm. We’ve 
enjoyed reserved, all Mopar parking at the top of the track.  

Our very own Laurie Ermentrout and Jay Sarver were 
more than disappointed to cancel the event for 2018…but 
the property owners were concerned about damage to the 
property due to not only very soft ground…but also vehicle 
damage and the potential for both spectators and 
participants alike played a part in the decision.

There simply would not have been any parking other 
than on the actual track. No vendors, no spectator parking.  

Odds & Ends
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Presented by 
Brian KapralRestoration Corner

With the winter months falling quickly upon us (and 
mother nature being a little cranky with the weather 
at times!), what better time to talk about our 
heating system in our cars!

 This feature will be on the 68-70 B body heater 
boxes for non A/C cars.  All cars came with at a 
minimum, a heater unless you opted for the heater 
delete box.  Other cars could have come with a heater and A/C box which were similar in design but had 
the added parts and such for your air conditioning system.

Ever get into your car 
on the passenger side 
and hear a squishy 
carpet?  Chances are 
that your heater box is 
leaking (or you have 
another type of leak 
like water getting in 
somewhere).  While 
the heater core might 
not be that much of a 
cost to replace, the labor involved is where you will go broke!  Non A/C cars are easier to get out due to 
not having to disconnect the freon lines, however, it is very time consuming to get everything out to 
replace the heater core.  In this article, I will give you a complete break down on how to rebuild your 

heater box assembly.  
 
First, you want to drain your 
coolant out at least down 
below the level of your heater 
hoses.  Disconnect your heater 
hoses and if you have caps big 
enough for the heater core, its a 
good idea to cap it off to 
prevent the coolant thats still 
inside the heater core from 

leaking all over your interior when you remove the heater box assembly.  Be sure to disconnect your cables for the 
defroster / heater door flaps and the cable for the temperature control door.  Also, don't forget to disconnect the 
wires going to the resistor in the heater box assembly.  You don't want to break that connector or the resistor as 
that resistor is not made as an after market piece at this time. 

THE HEAT 
IS ON!

BABy, It’s Cold Outside-
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Finally, it is time to unbolt the 
heater box assembly.  If you still 
have your dash frame in the car, its 
best to have a second set of hands 
to assist in getting the box out.  You 
might need to remove the glove 
box and some other items in order 
to get enough clearance to get the 
heater box assembly removed.  To 
remove the heater box, unbolt the 
flat metal strap holding it to the 
underside of the windshield frame.  
On the engine side of the firewall, 
remove the three gold cad nuts 
with captive washers.  
These nuts with washers 
are the same ones that are 
used to hold the seat 
frames to the underside of 
the floor pan.  

Now that your heater box 
is removed from the car, 
you can start with the 
disassembly of the box.  
Most, if not all, heater 
boxes are made up of a 
fiberglass housing with thin 
steel covers screwed to it to 
allow access to various parts such as the heater core, blower 
motor, or doors that control the air flow.

A company called Detroit Muscle Technologies has kits made 
up to restore all the foam gaskets and other material gaskets 
needed to make your heater box look and appear as new 
and function just as it did when it was brand new.

For me, I decided to send my heater core out to have it re-
cored since I had the entire box apart.  Why put something 
that might be 20 years old back into a part that is not the 
quickest or easiest thing to remove, right?  So, I sent my 
heater core out to a place in Wisconsin called Glen-Ray 
Radiators.  Glen-Ray Radiators go over your heater core and 
radiators and repair / replace whatever is needed and makes 
the item appear and function as good as, if not better, than 
what it did from the factory. 
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Once that part comes back the reassembly can resume.  Till then, I used some 
Simple Green and water and cleaned up the dirt and grime that accumulated 
over the cars life time and any and all of the metal parts that had light oxidation 
on was given a bath in Evapo-rust or a toilet bowl cleaner called "The Works!".  
Evapo-rust is roughly $25 per gallon.  I came 
across this stuff called "The Works!" on another 
web site and found that it did a phenomenal job 
at dissolving rust, however, once the part was 
cleaned off, it would develop flash rust fairly 
quickly so its best to use it and then dry the 
part off as soon as you can and then take some 
0000 steel wool to the part to remove any flash 
rusting that might occur.  This cleaner is about 
$2 per quart, a far sight cheaper than the 
Evapo-rust.  I like to use this stuff on larger 
pieces such as the steel covers and save the 
Evapo-rust for smaller, more delicate parts as I 
think the Evapo-rust does a better job over all.  
However, that is just my personal opinion.   

Once these bare metal parts 
were cleaned off of the light 
rust, you can either paint them 
in bare steel color or do as I 
did, treat it to a coating of 
either RPM (Rust Prevention 
Magic) or AMMO which is sold 
by ECS Automotive Concepts.  
These two products protect the 
bare metal with a coating that is 
dry to touch and will prevent it 
from rusting again.  After the 
bare metal pieces are coated with 
whatever product you desire and 
the foam is replaced in the 
necessary areas, you can 
reassemble the heater box in the 
reverse order of how you 
disassembled it.  The heater box 
can now be reinstalled into the 
car with the necessary cables, 
wiring, and hoses hooked up to it 
and the coolant topped off to the 
appropriate level.

Now your heater box will not 
only keep you warm, but also 
hopefully your feet dry with the prevention of a potential heater core leak down the road.

Til then, Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays, and stay safe!
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NEWSFLASH!

Presented by 
Brian KapralRestoration Corner

Just as we were finishing up this issue, I got some great 
pictures and info from Brian. Since it’s directly related to his 
story, I figured now’s the time.
 
If you’ve tried to get a new heater core for older Mopars, it’s 
not the easiest task. When I sourced a new core for the 
Scamp, I was fortunate to find an old-time supplier that still 
had some Made In The USA cores.  
 
They told me at the time that much of the aftermarket cores 
can be of questionable quality.  I took this to heart as I was 
replacing a leaking heater core in the Scamp that was new 
when I restored the car. That one surely didn’t last long.  
 
As seen these pictures, Brian had his 1969 GTX convertible’s 
heater core restored by Glen-Ray Radiators in Wausau, 
Wisconsin.  These folks not only manufacture Chrysler 
licensed reproduction radiators, but they also will restore 
your heater core or radiator. They’ve been in the radiator 
business since 1964 and it shows.  
 
I remember two local radiator shops in my immediate area 
where you could get a radiator rebuilt. They’re both gone now. 
It’s good to know that Glen-Ray is doing it old school.  
 
Find them on-line at www.restorationradiators.com
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Eco TireFlator model 97, Part II 
When we left off last time, we had just begun the disassembly of the 
meter and were trying to decide what parts were needed.  
 
To the good…many parts are available for 
these units and the items we needed for 
this project were available. We ordered a 
new correct hose, diaphragm, bell clapper, 
body gaskets, hose outlet connector, and 
springs.  
 
While a reprinted service manual and 
parts list are available…much of this 
project will be done on the fly, as the 
manuals really don’t give much insight as 
to how it all works.  
 
The plan is to refinish the parts as accurately as 
possible, so we need to identify the type of metal 
for each part. Perhaps not fool-proof…but here’s 
what I did. After cleaning or glass-beading a part, 
we tested with a magnet. If the magnet was 
attracted to the part…it was safe to assume that 
it was steel or cast iron. Steel is often a lighter 
color that iron. Aluminum is a lighter color and 
not attracted to a magnet.

With all the sheetmetal and faceplate 
removed….it’s 
quite a 
different look! 
At the 
bottom left, 
the bell that 
rings each 
time air is dispensed. At bottom-center, the lever for the hose 
hook, which also turns the unit on or off.  The display wheels 
that show the air pressure requested and the lighting at the 
top.  

First…I removed the rear cover. A simple glass beading and a 
coat of stainless steel paint bought it back to an original 
appearing finish.  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Eco TireFlator model 97, Part II 
We separated the cast iron piece at the bottom of the unit. This 
is where the air is “handled”. Two plungers push against a 
diaphragm into the pockets of this part to both regulate and 
push air. This cast iron part was very rusty 
inside, likely because the unit wasn’t 
drained of condensate. We removed all 
parts and carefully glass beaded both the 
inside and the outside.  Using some cast 
iron paint, we sprayed both the inside 
and the outside to make an original 
appearance and protect from rusting.

Next up…we’ll take apart the 
mechanism with the levers, springs, 
meter valve, etc….this ought to be 
interesting! Sad part is…once this is all 
done…it won’t be seen!  
 
In the picture to the right, we see the main valve 
made of brass with all the small tubes removed.  The 
large spring at the top is where the actual pressure 
adjustment takes place. The lever at top-left is an 
optional “shot lengthener” that allows a unit to 
output higher pressure.  
 
We took lots and lots of pictures as we went along 
to make sure that we’d know how it all goes 
together.  The valve was deemed in good 
condition, so a simple buff on a wire wheel 
brought back an original appearance. This valve 
also vents into a small pocket built into the unit’s 
housing. The rust stains further prove that this 
unit had been subjected to moisture in it’s 
compressed air source.  
 
With the valve, springs and levers almost 
completely removed, it’s hard to believe that this 
seemingly hodge-podge collection of springs and 
levers would actually work. Yet, work they do…
and are accurate to one pound  when set up 
correctly.  
 
More to come in the next issue.
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Cool Mini-Tech-Tip!
The fastener pictured on the left is used in many places on modern cars. You first install the outside sleeve…then 

push the center “screw” into place to expand the sleeve. 

To remove, you’re supposed to simply put a screw driver in the center screw and remove. Well, sometimes.  As often 
as not…you’ll turn that center screw and it won’t come out.  Uh-oh.  All is not lost!

Here’s a trick that will keep you from pulling your hair out when dealing with these fasteners. (Yep…I learned it too 
late!) Take a small screw and thread it into the slots of the center screw of the fastener. This gives you leverage with 
either a pry tool or pliers to remove the center screw.  Best of all…it doesn’t leave a mark or damage the fastener.

What The Heck Is That? 
 
 
 

To the right, a part from a more modern Chrysler 
product.  I’d never seen anything like it before. 

So…what do you think this part is? What car used it…
and where? HINT: Also fits some Caterpillar heavy 

equipment.

Odds & Ends, Part II

Need some authentic paint for your project? 
Our friends at 877-4PAINT1.com have you covered. 
 
High-impact colors, grill and wheel argents, interior colors, engine 
paints, tail panel red and much more. Best of all…each one is loaded 
into a spray can for easy application. These colors aren’t available in 
local auto parts stores. It’s professional PPG paint, mixed in formulas 
that took decades to perfect.  Visit 8774PAINT1.com for more info.

http://877-4PAINT1.com
http://8774PAINT1.com
http://877-4PAINT1.com
http://8774PAINT1.com
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In this installment,, it’s not about a particular brand 
or model of tool…but a range of very helpful 
screwdrivers. Screwholding screw drivers.  
 
We’ve all seen and used the magnetic blocks that can 
magnetize and de-magnetize a screwdriver…but a 
screwholding screwdriver is a much better 
alternative. These have various mechanical devices to 
retain a screw. They are very helpful when inserting 
screws into confined areas or places where dropping 
the screw is a problem. I found that short slotted 
screws are much easier to install with a 
screwholding screwdriver.  
 
I have two different designs for slotted screws. The 
first, uses a split blade design where the blades are 
pushed together by moving a collar on the shaft of 
the screwdriver. As they slide together, the added 
width retains the screw to the tool. Another, made 
by Southwest uses a spring loaded, sliding sleeve that 
holds the screw against the blade. Once the screw is started….simply move 
the collar and remove the tool. Then, tighten with it or a traditional 
screwdriver.  
 
For Phillips screws, Craftsman makes a screwholding screwdriver with a pair of 
fingers at the end operated by a collar. The fingers hold the screw in place. 
While these work…they’re not as secure as I’d like. I was happy to find that 
Southwest makes a very similar version to their slotted screwholder tool for 
Phillips screws. A very similar operation with a sliding collar.  
 

I know, I know, these may not be as “interesting” 
as some other tools 
we’ve featured on 
“Cool Tools”, but they 
can be very helpful. In 
fact, I was surprised 
how many people had 
never heard of a 
screwholding 
screwdriver.  
 
In case you’re looking 
for something like these….you’re kind-of in luck. 
The Southwest tools were found in my local 
Lowes. Not in the tool section, but in electrical 
tools area. Two of the others are Craftsman tools, but I’ve yet to find them in a store. Finally, the red 
handled one was my late Fathers…I have no idea what the brand is.

cool tools!
Screwholding Screwdrivers
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Treasurer's Report, December 2018  MHCC Event Calendar 
Check our Facebook page for up to date information on 

other shows and events. 

MONTHLY MEETINGS:  
Every 2nd Monday, 7PM 
Roman Delight, Warminster, PA  
Street Road 
 
MHCC Spring All Mopar Show May 19, 2019  
Fred Beans Dodge Chrysler Jeep Ram  
Doylestown, PA  

Starting Treasury Balance:
Dues:  
Get Well Gift  
Dinner Bill, November Meeting   
Beans Trophies  
 
Balance:

$5974.57  
$80.00  

$(60.00)  
$(.09)

$(425.00)
 

$5569.76

Remember the burning Challenger from the last issue?  
As Paul Harvey would say, ”now for the rest of the story”. The YouTuber known as Family Cruisin,  Paul 
Powell of Plainfield, Illinois was arrested on 15 counts (some accounts say 28 counts) of street racing and one 
count of child endangerment as the police report that some of his videos had children involved. I suspect his 
documenting all of this on YouTube didn’t help. 

Holiday Party…ALL ARE INVITED! 
Our “after holiday” party will be held on January 5th, 2019. This is always a great time for all and we 

hope you’ll be there.  
 

The Holiday Party is Saturday, January 5th, 2019 at the Dymek’s home. The club provides the drinks 
and Matt has sent a separate email for members to RSVP and to determine what each member is 

bringing. The email will also contain the address for the home.

.

oh santa…you sleigh me!
Santa always has the best toys….and 
I’m willing to bet that Dodge won’t be 
building a production version. The one 
shown at the right is from a holiday 
television ad. Hard to see, but it also 
features a Hellcat emblem with antlers 
on the fender. Hmm…wonder if 
someone can find a way to fit those 
cool exhaust pipes to a new Chally?

Dues for 2019 are being accepted!  
As always, we make it as easy as possible for you to stay involved with the MHCC. Dues remain at 

$20 a year, and you can send a check, use PayPal or pay in person.  
PLEASE NOTE: If you joined in July 2018 or later…your dues included 2019.


