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From The Pres…Under The Hood…. 
Summer is here! We’ve already had our Spring show at Fred Beans and done a few cruise 
nights. Let’s all get out and enjoy these cars!

As you can see, the Eberle’s Barracuda is our feature this time, and I’d like to thank Tim for 
the pics and story.

Our new meeting location has been a huge hit! We’re still meeting on the second Monday 
of each month, but now at Roman Delight in Warminster. Details in this issue.

                                                              Till the next time… Matt Morris

Under The Hood 
Kelli Eberle’s 1968 Plymouth Barracuda Convertible

When the Eberle’s name came up as this 
month’s feature, I reached out to Tim for 
the vehicle he’d like featured. He decided 
on Kelli’s 1968 Barracuda. Here’s it’s story, 
as told by Tim.  

Our Barracuda was bought new by a 
woman from a small coal town in the 

mountains of Pennsylvania. In the early 
1970s, the woman and her family moved 
to Churchville, Pa and that is were this 
little fish has been ever since.  
 
This little Barracuda started out life white 
with a black top  and interior, automatic
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EBERLE’S FISH CONTINUED 

transmission manual steering and manual drum brakes.

The car was used regularly as daily transportation until 
the late 1980s when she was in the need of an engine and 
bodywork due to the Pennsylvania winters. This fish had 
rust in the usual areas, quarters, fenders and even the 
doors. The uni-
body and most of 
the floor areas 
were free of rust 
believe it or not!!

Greg Langston, 
one of our club 
members 
purchased the car 
from the original owners in the late 1980s.  Just at that 
time one of my neighbors had crashed his 1969 Dodge 
Dart, Greg purchased the engine and installed it in the 
Barracuda. Greg owned the car for a short time and sold it 
to help finance a new water well. The car was sold to a 
classmate of mine who lived in Warminster and while in his 
possession the differential went out on it and he installed 
the near bullet proof Chrysler 8 ¾ rear with a 3.23 sure 
grip gear set. Not long after that the fish was sold to a 
gentlemen who owned a cigar store in Newtown, Pa. 

The car was used occasionally and was once again in the need of 
mechanical repairs, so the store owner parked it at his cigar 
store with a for sale sign. Another classmate of mine purchased 
the fish, made the necessary mechanical repairs, did some 
bodywork and used the car for a few summers. 
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Once again the little Barracuda went to a new 
owner in the late 1990s. The father of our very own 
Andy Dymek purchased the fish with the intention 
of a restoration. Over the course of several years 
the fish sat in the garage in Richboro being worked 
on from time to time. 

With the passing of Andy’s father, the fish sat in the 
garage waiting for another chance to see the road 
again. Around 2006 Kelli and I made a deal with 
Andy and we brought the weary fish home on the 
trailer.  She was looking pretty sad at this state with 
some sheet metal removed and no longer in 
running condition.

So over the course of several more years, I worked 
on the Barracuda by replacing all of the exterior 
body panels, suspension parts and driveline. With 
the assistance of Andy and my brother Joe, they 
guided me on some of the body work, and they 
painted the car for us.

We decided to have the car painted black and our 
own Kevin White talked us into a red interior, which 
I think was a wise choice. The suspension was 
upgraded to a late model A body disc brake setup, 
and power steering was installed. We converted the 
fish from an automatic to a manual Chrysler 833 
four speed transmission and we found a gentlemen 
on Facebook that was selling a 10,000 mile heavy 
duty 360 V8 from a Dodge firetruck. Not much was 
done with the engine other than a cleaning, new 
freeze plugs, new valve guide seals, coat of paint and 
of course an aluminum intake manifold topped off 
with a 650 cfm Edelbrock carb. I managed to locate 
and original set of 1968 340 hp exhaust manifolds 
and installed a stock dual exhaust with factory style 
chrome tips.

We added some aftermarket gauges on the steering 
column, Cragar SS wheels and formula S badges and 
decals on the fish to give her a sporty look.

So...how did this car get chosen?  We select a member’s name at random…and feature one of that member’s cars. 
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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS:

In our previous issue, a there was a column about 
“Enjoying Your Car, Your Way”. While setting up the 
issue, I completely missed the header graphic which 
was for Brian’s restoration column. Brian didn’t write 
the column and his thoughts may (or may not) match 
what this Editor wrote.

My apologies to Brian and to you, dear reader. 

NEW MEETING LOCATION!

We hope you’ll join us at Roman Delight on Street 
Road in Waminster. Our Tim Eberle suggested this 
location and it’s fair to say that our two meetings thus 
far were successes!

There’s plenty of parking and we use a large 
meeting room. When you arrive, come in the front 
door…our room is to your left. Roman Delight, 255 E. 
Street Road, Warminster. 

 
Mark Your Calendar!

For our Fall 2019 show, we’re adding more awards, 
in addition to the legendary goody bags, awesome 
lunch…and most affordable entry fee of any Mopar 
show in the area. Pass the word!

 

Odds & Ends

2019 DUES ARE DUE! 
If you’ve already paid your dues for 2019, thanks for your continued support! We have a lot planned for 2019!
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Presented by 
Brian KapralRestoration Corner

How many show cars have we all seen and 
we are amazed at how nice and perfect 
they are.  People go to great lengths just to 
prevent any dust, orange peel, drips, runs, 
etc from ruining that "perfect factory 
finish”.

Today, with the onset of computers and 
robotics, the human error and touch has 
been pretty much eliminated thus reducing 
repairs, touch ups, and "oopsies!".  After all, 
we all know that time is money, right?  Ma 
Mopar has to maximize their profits and 
back during the muscle car era, Chrysler 
was rolling a finished car off the assembly 
line at an average rate of a car a minute.

This issue, I'd like to focus on the actual 
REAL way cars were produced.  Take for 
example a brand new car that you can purchase today at a dealership.  I've noticed orange peel in the paint to 
pin stripes not being lined up properly where the doors meet the fenders and so on.  Intake manifolds have weld 
splatter if it has an aluminum intake or whatever the part might be.  This is how stuff was actually leaving the 
production lines.  Our restored cars, most often than not, are what we call over restored.  

 Pretty much this means that our cars are 
way better than what they could have ever 
rolled off the assembly line.  Every body 
panel fit perfectly with the same gap all 
around the openings, paint perfectly wet 
sanded down to a mirror finish that has the 
body panel straight as an arrow, etc.  
Remember, Chrysler was not building show 
cars, they were building objects that were 
to be used and abused and hopefully (in 
their eyes) replaced every couple of years.

For my vehicle that I am restoring, a 1969 
Plymouth GTX convertible, I am trying to 

achieve that factory look.  Yes, you can say it will be as sloppy as new, just as it rolled off the assembly line.  Why 
would someone go through all that grief and aggravation just to have it look worse than what it can be? 

AS SLOPPY AS NEW
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Simple, its personal preference. 

Some people like modified cars, 
others like bone stock, still 
others like leaving the car with 
battle scars and such and call 
them survivors.  I want my car 
to look, feel, and smell just like it 
did back in 1969.  (or at least as 
close as I can get with whats 
available today)  I was fortunate 
enough to do the restoration on 
my Dad's 1969 GTX convertible which still had its factory paint on the door jambs, door frames, 
engine compartment, and inside of the trunk area. I was shocked to see that there was dip tank 
primer gray on the bottom part of the driver side door frame, that no body color ever made it onto 
there.  No wonder why Mopars had issues with rust !  Under his driver side door sill molding there 
was a piece of 1" tape that was still there where the paint department never fully removed it.  

Again, time is money and this area was covered up and not seen.  Same with the lower bottom side 
of the door frame not getting interior paint color.  The trunk lid on Dad's car had tons of paint runs 
and even had areas where the color had not gotten to cover up the primer.

The same was true for the underside tops of the quarter panels.  Using a little detective work you 
could retrace how stuff was painted, what angles they shot the gun at, and got an idea of how fast 
they were doing this.  Imagine being at your job, doing the same thing day after day, hour after hour 
and how fast it gets to be a monotonous job.  

Now picture having to do that car after car after car.  I've also heard that instead of cleaning out the 
guns, they just blew out whatever color 
was in the guns on the floor boards  
and door jamb areas first and then put 
the correct color over it.  Again, areas 
that were not easily seen from outside 
the car.   
 
My 440 had the fuel pump, exhaust 
manifolds, spark plugs and any other 
items that likely would not have gotten 
damaged in transit installed prior to the 
engine being painted.  This not only 
saved time for masking off areas where 
paint potentially could have gotten into 
the oil areas and caused a blockage 
causing a big warranty increase (again, 
time is money). 
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So these parts were installed 
with ease of installation in 
mind.  Spark plugs were taped 
off where the ends of the plug 
had the wires get connected, 
negative ground cables were 
either laid out of the way or 
the terminal taped off so a 
good ground would have been 
made with bare metal.  When 
the paint was applied, areas that 
were behind installed parts 
were not always given the 
proper paint coverage they 
deserved.  With the HP 
exhaust manifolds, the valve 
covers often would get a 
dusting of a coverage to having 
a ton of paint lopped onto it 

causing runs down the side of 
the valve cover.  
 
The bottom part of the oil pan typically received minimal paint coverage due to the engines being on a hoist 
and held about 18" above the ground when it was painted.  While I am trying to exhibit correct process for 
my car, I don't want to have any rust form 
either.  I chose to use a close color of paint to 
resemble bare steel for these areas and painted 
it with that color first prior to shooting the 
appropriate engine color.  After the engines 
were painted, various codes, dates, or whatever 
would have been stamped into them such as 
the VIN or having the last three digits of the 
code that was on the broadcast sheet written 
on an area of the valve cover a long with the 
code for what trans linkage was needed.  0 for 
manual trans cars and another number for 
automatics. Again, these numbers were applied 
quickly and in a sloppy manner.  
 
The general consensus of replicating factory 
work on one forum I belong to suggested that 
you should down a six pack of beer and then 
either paint or assemble your car.  This way, the 
desired out come would closely resemble the 
quality of work that was put out back in the 
day our prized possessions were made.

 
Yes, sadly, some of us are crazy enough to spend countless time and absurd amounts of money trying to get 
that look of as bad as new.  What can I say..... I have a bad case of Mopar-itis !  
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Towards the end of March, Celeste, my brother 
in law Brendon, and myself took a trip to the 
Oaks Convention Center for an event. Imagine 
our surprise to see an entire hall devoted to 
military history!  
 
To say it was amazing would be an understatement. 
Besides the military reenactors in period correct 
uniforms complete with sidearms and other 
accoutrements, there were also displays of other 
support personnel with their gear. Oh yeah, 
there was a German WWII tank too.  
 
But, this is a MHCC club newsletter, so I’d 
like to present the Dodge Power Wagons 
that were on display.  
 
For those unfamiliar with Power Wagons of 
this vintage, these were 4 wheel drive 
military trucks that were converted into an 
almost endless array of troop carriers, fire 
engines, cargo trucks…even ambulances. 
They weren’t fast…but they would go 
almost anywhere!  
 
After the war, Dodge sold civilian versions 
of the Power Wagon. One unique option 
was called the Willock Chassis Swivel that 
allowed the frame to be split so that the bed and 
cab could rotate in different directions.

Getting back on topic…these period correct 
Power Wagons were a hit with us at the event..and 
we figured they might be a hit with you, too! 
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Tire Dates Shouldn’t Be Mystery Dates
If you saw this Editor’s recent post on Facebook…I just replaced what 
looked like perfectly good Michelin tires off the 2000 Viper GTS that I 
bought new.  
 
After all, they only had about 12,000 miles on them and they looked 
fine. They were made in 1999, making them 20 years old. They had 
gotten hard, too. As explained to me by a Viper parts specialist, the real 
problem is the inner, interior sidewalls where the tire is closer to the 
exhaust and engine heat…but harder to see.  
 
Despite the hardness of these experienced tires that makes their 
handling suspect, they’re also simply no longer safe. The National 
Highway Safety Administration says that manufacturers suggest between 
6 and 10 years is the maximum safe tire lifespan.  
 
Like all tires, the rubber on our collector cars is prone to breakdown. 
Even though we use some of the these vehicles infrequently, time 
becomes the enemy as these tires often will “age out” before they wear 
out.

Aged tires truly affect the handling of your car with reduced traction, 
longer braking distances and the potential of having a tire fail. This could result in an accident or substantial 
damage to your special Mopar. 
 
While there are some folks with concours restored high end cars that actually search out original date 
coded tire for show use, these cars are usually not driven, but trailered everywhere.  
 
So…what to do? First, check the dates on your tires. As shown in the picture below, the date code is made 
up of four numbers. The first two represent the week while the second two show the year of the tire’s 
manufacture. In our case, the 38th week of 2017. These are on a 2018 model year car.  
 
If they’re approaching the end of their service life, consider replacement. I agree that its a big expense for 
something that “may not” cause a problem…but you do buy insurance, right? 
 
I waited too long to get new tires for the Viper. I had held off for a few years hoping that Michelin would do 
another run of the Pilot Sports to fit the car…but they didn’t. I finally wound up with the better street tire 
of the 2 tires currently available to fit the car, a BF Goodrich Rival S. I can report that the car rides better, 
handles dramatically better and I’m now much more confident driving the car.  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What WERE THEY THINKING?
Um…No. Truly the answer to a question that nobody asked…and it could be yours! 
 
Seen on Facebook Marketplace, this Plymouth coupe was somehow…and perhaps not particularly well…
grafted to a later model Mustang chassis. The mid ‘90s Mustang running gear, interior and engine were kept 
while the coupe’s body was placed on top.
 
I’m all for folks taking some initiative and doing something cool with their ride. Thinking outside the box 
often results in some custom creations. This Plymustang coupe surely is different.  
 
I have to admit, the actual 
quality of the work 
doesn’t look bad. Perhaps 
not attractive…but not 
badly done. 

And no, I didn’t buy it.
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6 In A Row…..for Go Go Go!
A recent Cars & Coffee trip in our ’72 Scamp reminded me of 
how good the slant 6 engines were….well, are.  
 
It’s not going to win any drag races, and it surely lacks the under 
hood impact of a 340 or 440…but the slant six has it’s place in 
Chrysler history. The leaning tower of power is recognized as 
one of the most rugged and dependable engines ever made. In 
fact, some saw use in generators, boat outdrives, air raid sirens…
and much more.  
 
Around 1960, it was recognized that the L head 6 cylinder which 
had been in use since before WWII was outdated.  Chrysler’s 
Manager Of Engine 

Design was a guy named Willem Weertman, who started from 
scratch to develop this new 6 cylinder.  
 
The most notable feature of this new engine was it’s canted block 
with the cylinders laying over at 30 degrees. This allowed a lower 
cowl and hood which fit the newly designed Valiant styling…but also 
made space for long, straight intake manifold runners for improved 
performance. This engine design also allowed the water pump to be 
mounted towards the side of the block, which shortened the engine’s 
length. Four main bearings contributed to a long service life.

In an odd throw-back to yester-tech…solid lifters were used in slant 
sixes until 1981. Hey…if it ain’t broke…don’t fix it!

While the slant six wasn’t designed or expected to become a performance engine…Chrysler did offer a 
“Hyper-PaK” that included a long-ram intake manifold, performance exhaust manifold, domed pistons and a 
special cam to boost performance. The aftermarket offered split headers for dual exhaust and 4 barrel intake 
manifolds, too.

The slant six remained in production until 1983 in cars and 1987 in trucks. 27 years!  
 

As many know, my Scamp was bought new by my 
maternal Grandmother. When restoration time came, 
many suggested that a small black V8 would be an easy 
upgrade. I just wanted to keep her the way she was. In 
the muscle car era, most cars weren’t muscle 
cars..they were small blocks, slant 6s, and station 
wagons.

Back to Cars and Coffee. When I left the event, I rolled 
up the windows and turned the A/C on. She’s no 
rocket, but the ride was pleasant…almost like a 
modern car. Comfortable and quiet.  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Okay, so maybe not a physical tool, but a very helpful item 
that I suppose qualifies as a tool. Fair enough?

Fluid Film is a lanolin based lubricant that also works as 
powerful rust stopper and rust preventer.

The maker calls it “Powerful Protection” and I agree. This 
product has no solvents, stops rust on contact, is non-toxic, 
non-hazardous, non-conductive and stops rust on contact. 
Fluid Film also can penetrate to stop squeaks. Fluid Film is 
self-healing and does not chip or crack.It can help stop 
pitting in chrome and will not harm most paints. While it’s 
available in different size containers, we’ll focus on the 
aerosol cans you can find at Lowes.  
 
As you can imagine, this can be used on locks, hinges, seat 
tracks and more as a lubricant that lasts up to 36 months. It 
can also be used on battery terminals to protect against 
corrosion.  I know some folks buy the 5 gallon pail of Fluid 
Film and apply as an undercoating.

The spray cans come with a tube that is very helpful in 
directing Fluid Film where you need it to be. Where have I 
used it? I pulled the door panels in my trunk and sprayed 
Fluid Film inside to help protect against rust. I also sprayed 
the weld seams underneath of my daily driver for the same 
reason. The tube also allowed me to spray some Fluid Film 
through the drain holes into trunk lid.

Some other uses I’ve read from other Fluid Film users: 
garage door tracks and runners, hedge trimmers, 
hinges..even the throat of snow throwers to help stop 
clogging.  
 
I first learned about Fluid Film on a web forum and there 
were nothing but positive reviews. Some guys even reported 
that they use a special spray gun and soak the entire 
undersides of their vehicles to avoid rust over the winter 
months.  
 

cool tools!
Fluid Film. Nope, I hadn’t heard of it either!
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Treasurer's Report, June 2019 
Submitted by Andy Dymek

MHCC Event Calendar 
Check our Facebook page for up to date information on 

other shows and events. 
MONTHLY MEETINGS:  
Every 2nd Monday, 7PM 
Roman Delight, Warminster, PA  
Street Road 
 
MHCC Fall All Mopar Show October 6, 2019  
Fred Beans Dodge Chrysler Jeep Ram  
Doylestown, PA  

Starting Treasury Balance:
Dues:  
Dinner Bill, June Meeting
Car Show Supplies, Printing
Car Show Supplies, Water
Balance:

$6594.85  
$20.00  

-7.00  
$19.60  
$27.76  

$6560.29

.
Plymouth..what’s in a name?
While early Plymouths had a logo featuring the rear of the 
Mayflower…ya know…that ship that brought the Pilgrims…
the car line wasn’t named for Plymouth rock.  
 
This new, low-cost car line designed to compete with Ford 
and Chevrolet was named after…twine. Plymouth Binder 

Twine was very popular among farmers, made by Plymouth 
Cordage Company. Name recognition? Twine? 

Chrysler had purchased the Maxwell Company and 
redesigned their model 52 to make the model Q for the first  
Plymouth. 
 
Plymouth started as a lower-priced line, but during the 
depression Plymouth helped keep Chrysler going as many 

other auto makers folded. 
 
Plymouth later went on to sell cars in Denmark, Sweden, 

Australia and the United Kingdom.  
 
By 2001, the writing was on the wall for Plymouth and 

Plymouth’s remaining nameplates were switched over to the 
Chrysler brand. 

Dues for 2019 are being accepted!  
As always, we make it as easy as possible for you to stay involved with the MHCC. Dues remain at 

$20 a year, and you can send a check, use PayPal or pay in person.  
PLEASE NOTE: If you joined in July 2018 or later…your dues included 2019.
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