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From The Pres... 
Welcome to the first edition of “Under The Hood” for 2017! We're all thrilled that you have remained a 
member in the MHCC. We have much planned for 2017 and are happy you’ll be a part of the fun.  
 
A huge “thanks” to the Kaprals for the story and pics of their car for this issue. Also in this issue, a story 
about how the club was started,  some ideas on tool organization and much more.  
 
                                                                        Till the next time… Matt Morris

Under The Hood 
Bob Kapral’s 1969 GTX Convertible

Back in late April of 2013, I was on the hunt for a new 
toy. My wife has a 70 Challenger convertible and 
the fixed roof 70  El Camino I currently had, just didn't 
cut it for the "wind blowing through your hair" feeling. 

Being a Mopar family, we started looking for a 68 or 69 
B body convertible. We ended up trading away some 
cash and my concours restored 70 El Camino SS 396 
that was fully loaded, triple black, for a 1969 GTX 
convertible.

 The GTX has all of its original sheet metal, numbers 
matching drive train, all factory original gaskets, glass, 

convertible top, etc. The car is practically in survivor 
condition with the exception of one exterior repaint 
and the carpeting and seat covers had previously been 
replaced due to fading when we got it.  
 
My original intention was to have this be a touring car 
for me and my wife….that is until my son found out 
how many of these cars were made.  
 
While doing some research on the car, we found that a 
total of 700 1969 GTX convertibles were made.  

(Continued On Next Page)
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KAPRAL’S GTX CONTINUED

This was also the last year for the GTX convertible as 
the Roadrunner was outselling the GTX by a margin of 
4:1 since the GTX was the top of the line and the 
Roadrunner was considerably cheaper. Of these 700 
cars produced, 362 came with the 440 V-8 and 
Automatic trans. Out of the 700, there are 47 left 
known in existence as of 2/14/2002. Our goal was to 
bring the vehicle back to factory fresh conditions with 
retaining as much of the factory assembly aspects and 
appearance as possible. Essentially, almost an OE type of 
resto.  The car was documented with at least 3000 
digital pictures prior to disassembly so as to capture all 
of the factory characteristics so we could duplicate 
them as best as we could.The car is painted in code T3 
Honey Bronze and retained its original factory applied 
paint on the door jambs and underside of the truck as 
well as the rest of the trunk compartment. However, 
since the car has had an exterior repaint, the paint was 
a very slight shade off from the original color so we 
decided to blend these areas and repaint them so the car had a more 
uniform color vs. seeing a color difference if you opened up either of 
these areas. The gaskets were surprisingly pliable and in excellent 
condition. The only exception was the trunk weather stripping which had 
the inside edge wearing ever so slightly. Upon further investigation, I 
found that the factory weather stripping had a part number and the 
DCPC early Mopar logo molded into a rubber skin that surrounded the 
foam weather stripping. After finding that the NOS (New Old Stock) 
fetch an outrageous price tag, my son decided to try and use this "rubber 
skin" that had the part number over the top of the reproduction trunk 
weather stripping. With a lot of finesse and some sore 
fingers, he rubbed the old weather stripping off the old 
skin and adhered it to the new weather stripping, 
something that has never been done to my knowledge. 
The end result looks just like an NOS piece at a huge cost 
savings to me, thanks to my son! Moving onto the interior, 
the only thing really needing attention was the paint on 
the upper door frames as the driver side 
upper door frame paint had been worn 
thin down to the primer, most likely from 
someone resting their arm against it. The 
paint in this area was not thick at all and 
appeared to be sparingly applied, no doubt 
in a means of saving money. 
When we reapplied the paint, we made 
sure to carefully sand over and around any 
factory blemishes such as paint runs, drips, 
etc. so as to keep the original factory 
details. We also found where the factory 
had masked off areas and the exterior 
paint color had shown through. This 
process was duplicated as best as we 
could, again, to retain the original method 
and application, the same which the 
factory would have done.

So...how did this car get chosen?  We select a member’s name 
at random…and feature one of that member’s cars. 
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KAPRAL’S GTX CONTINUED

Once the interior was completed, we moved onto restoring 
the undercarriage.  Again, I was amazed at the amount of 
originality that has survived on this car for the past 45+ 
years. The entire undercarriage had 40+ years of grease and 
grime on it, which turned out to be in our favor as it 
protected all of the original factory ink stampings, paint 
markings, and other small details that are typically lost over 
the years.  The only thing that appeared to have been changed 
out were the shocks and the exhaust system from the h-pipe 
back. The h-pipe was the original factory installed exhaust pipe 
and while in good, solid condition, the metal was rusty and 
would not meet our factory fresh standard. So, a call was 
placed to Dave Walden of ECS Automotive Concepts to get a 
complete new factory 

exact reproduction exhaust system for our car. This exhaust system has all 
of the factory bends, indentations, Chrysler Pentastar, date and vendor 
codings like it would have been when the car was assembled. While all of 
the parts were out from underneath the car, the factory applied 
undercoating was freshened up by going over the entire undercoating by 
hand with a small brush and q tips to lightly apply a thinned out 
undercoating so as to retain the original texture and pattern, yet get that 
nice, fresh looking appearance.  When the undercoating was finished, we 
then turned towards getting the front suspension back together. The 
original tie rods and ball joints were still in amazingly good condition and 
we only had to replace the one ball joint due to a little excessive play.  The 
bare metal parts were soaked in a product called Evapo-rust which 
removes all rust and corrosion yet leaves any paint such as inspection 
marks behind and untouched. This revealed a lot of paint markings which 
could not normally be seen due to surface rust or discoloration of the 
metal over the years. These marks were then measured, photographed, 
and documented so we could put them back in the exact spots when the 
parts got reassembled. The lower control arms were originally dipped in 

something called Cosmoline. Cosmoline was a 
yellowish, wax-like type of coating that was used as a 
rust prevention for the lower control arms. Over 
the years, the front of the control arms took their 
beating with being subjected to weather and other 
road conditions while the back side of them still had 
a lot of the original Cosmoline left. These, too, were 
restored in the similar matter of how they would 
have been done originally. Any bare metal parts were 
coated with a product called RPM.  RPM is a coating 
that is applied to the bare metal parts which dries 
clear and dry to touch with no oily residue which 
would attract dirt or grime leaving the part appear 
just like it would have appearance-wise from the 
factory. Once the front end was finished, we moved 
our focus to the back end of the car again, and dove 
in to restore the rear axle and suspension.
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The rear axle was a bit of a mystery as there were hand written words on  
either side of the axle tube that I had never seen before.  After contacting 
multiple well known Mopar restorers, it seems that this is the only car they 
have known of to have this type of marking they have seen like this. The 
determination was that the wording was "TAPE" hand written in paint on 
the passenger side and "EBRAKE" on the driver side. The only thing we can 
figure was that the wording was a notation to tape the emergency brake 
cables for some reason, maybe due to shipping as the axle assembly was 
assembled elsewhere and shipped to Chrysler as a unit for being installed 

into the cars on the production line. We 
have found that notes like this have been 
found on other vehicles so as to let the 
assembly line workers down the line know 
about some change in installation or other 
type of communication to let them know 
something has changed. As sloppy as this 
looks, we wanted to retain this little factory 
detail so it was again documented, 
measured, and photographed so it could be 
carefully reapplied just as it would have 
been done initially.  All of these inspection 
marks make each of these cars unique as 
each mark was applied by hand by a person. 
No two marks are alike and not necessarily 
applied by the same person as it could have 
been done during a different shift, workers 
changed out during break times, etc.

Finally, the engine compartment was tackled. While in very nice original 
condition, it was showing its age like the rest of the car.  The original paint on 
the engine was flaking off in areas and original cad plating was faded badly.  Any 
plated parts were sent to Old School Plating in Delaware to get freshened up 
and back to their original factory appearance. The only part in the engine 
compartment which is not date code correct would be the carburetor which 
is a couple months after the scheduled production date. I’m assuming that 
since the date is so close, that it could have been a warranty replacement 
piece. A few years ago, my son found an original, correct dated carburetor to 
make the car complete just as it was when it was new.

Since the restoration, we have won multiple high end awards with the car and 
ended up taking our AACA Junior Grand National last year as well as being 
invited to a Concours d'Elegance show in Mahwah, NJ.  We love driving it and 
depending on the show and distance, it only has the reproduction bias ply tires 
on it for strict shows.  Otherwise, it has the set of reproduction redline radials 
which show off just as nice as the original red line bias ply tires.

KAPRAL’S GTX CONTINUED

editor’s NOTe: 
As you can see, Brian Kapral’s quest for originality is incredible. As one that shares this OCD with 
Brian, I can truly understand. It’s also part of the reason that we’re so fortunate to have Brian for his 
Restoration Corner stories.
Thanks to Bob, Pat and Brian for the detailed story that chronicles this GTX…you made my job a bit 
easier for this issue!
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Come To A Meeting!
Our MHCC monthly meetings are a great way to 

meet and visit with other members, have a bite to 
eat…and get your “Mopar-fix” during the week.

We meet every second Monday night at Giuseppe’s 
in Richboro. Officially starting at 7PM. Come on out!  

Viper Production….sold out!
We knew it was coming. The final year of  Viper 

production has sold out…and there will be no more. 
While there were a couple years missing in the 
middle….1992-2017 was still a good run. 

In those years, it set a bunch of track records, put 
many a Ferrari back on the trailer and remains one of 
the most recognizable cars on the road.

 
Fred Beans Spring Show! 

The date is set, Sunday, May 7, for the 2017 edition 
of our Spring show at Fred Beans Dodge Chrysler Jeep 
Ram. Save the date and pass the word! 

 
 
After Christmas Party Coverage

Originally slated for this issue, we simply ran out of 
space. We’ll make it happen in the next issue.

 
Is There An End To Special Edition 
Challengers?

As Mopar celebrates 80 years, two different 
Challengers will commemorate the occasion.  A total of  
160…80 in Pitch Black & 80 in Contusion Blue with a 
host of exterior features like 20” wheels and black 
accents. Custom embroidered Mopar logos adorn the 
seats. Buyers will also get a special owner’s kit in a 
branded box that includes the car’s birth certificate and 
other Mopar goodies.

These will be powered by the 6.4 Hemi with a 
Shaker hood scoop, cold air intake and Brembo brakes.

Want one? They’ll be on sale in the second quarter 
of 2017 for $55,790.

 
Important Dates in Mopar History 
Compiled by Celeste Morris 

January 5, 1924  
First Chrysler cars introduced at New York Auto Show.

January 7, 1929  
Walter P Chrysler appears on the cover of TIME 
magazine as Man of the Year.

January 14, 1920  
John Francis Dodge passes away at age 55.  
 
February 1988  
Chrysler President Robert A. Lutz calls Chief of Design 
Tom Gale into his office to say “I’ve been thinking more 
and more. We really ought to kick off doing a project 
like a reborn Cobra”  The rest is HISSTORY!!!
 . 

Odds & Ends
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It’s funny how we take for granted so many things in life and in the quality of some name products for parts that we use on our 
antique cars.  The other day I was called by a good friend of mine who is doing an over the top build of a tribute car asking me 
about an issue I had with a well known interior company last year.  To my surprise, he was having the exact same quality issues 

with his material / workmanship.  
 
This got me to thinking about how many companies that are out there who 
make sub-par repro parts that look nice but don't fit worth a darn and 
others who go above and beyond to make sure that every detail is correct, 
down to the exact same font, print, marking, etc. that the factory part had, 

and fits and functions exactly like the factory specified part did.  While we all 
know who or what manufacturer’s stuff looks nice but doesn't 

necessarily fit, we have to keep our minds open that the other 
companies who make the good stuff can easily slip into this sub-
par category by letting their quality slip.  My particular instance 
was with a set of seat covers for my Dad's 69 GTX convertible 

that I redid.  I've used this well known company many, many times 
with fantastic results as they ( I felt ) had been the best that was out 
there.  I've probably done about 6 or 7 reupholstery jobs for my 
cars and my friends cars before, but this time I could not get the 

welting / beading on the edge of the seat to be straight no matter 
what.  There was so many waves in the edge of the seat, I thought I 

was looking at the ocean.

A call to the company suggested that I add more foam to 
the edge of the seat bolster to take up the excess of material. 

 While doing this helped somewhat, it did not completely correct the problem.  The company then said I needed to put the 
covers out in the sun to let the material heat up and stretch.  I did that also with no change in the results.  Next they said a heat 
gun (being careful not to damage the material cause that would void the warranty!) which also did not work.  Eventually after 
months of being in the car at shows with the black top up on the car,, the seats finally conformed to how they were supposed to 
be with fairly straight edges.  
 
I've never had to settle for sub-par with this company before and they gave that all too familiar phrase of " well, we've never had 
complaints about this before" speech.  The next time I need upholstery, I'm seriously going to consider going with another 
company due to their quality slipping.

Presented by 
Brian Kapral

Reproduction…Doesn’t Mean It Fits!

Speaking of upholstery…. 
Since we are on the topic of upholstery, I figured I would pass a long some tips and pointers as to how to make your 
reupholstery job go a little smoother.  First, in this wonderful digital world of technology, do yourself a favor and take some 
pictures before you start your work. They are an excellent source to go back and check and see how things were before you 
started ripping it apart and forgot what went where !  While you have the seat apart, now is a great time to inspect for any 
broken springs, deteriorated burlap, seat foam, etc.  Why put it back together only to have to tear it back apart again !  While 
everything is apart, you might as well clean up the frame and other parts that you potentially could see and give them a new, 
fresh coat of paint.  This way, your finished project will look amazing and not half done with a slightly rusty frame that is peeking 
through the hinge cover.  Another trick a friend of mine who does upholstery suggested was to either spray the foam with 
silicone spray or to wrap the seat foam in a plastic garbage bag.  This will allow for ease of the cover sliding over the seat.  One 
final piece of advice is before you button up the seat, make sure the seams on the seat bottom and seat back are aligned.  This 
will allow for a nice clean, factory look vs. having the seams not line up back to bottom when you reinstall the finished seats.

Restoration Corner
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It was recently suggested to me that some newer members may not know the 
history...albeit short....of the MHCC. What is written below is taken from events 
that transpired in starting our club, and also using comments made that helped lead 
to the MHCC.

I’ve been no stranger to car clubs. I was a member of the Daytona-Superbird Auto 
Club, the Winged Warriors and the Viper Club of America, where I also served as a 
local region Vice President. I also was a long term member, local officer and national 
board member in another Mopar club. 

Our Vice President, Tim Eberle also has been involved with other Mopar clubs like 
the Plymouth Owner’s Club. With his late father Whitey, Tim organized numerous 

events for both the clubs and the dealerships where he was employed.

Around 2013, it was becoming apparent that there was substantial interest for a local independent Mopar club. A club that would not be 
tied to the rules and regulations of a national entity, but a locally organized and governed group with local events.

Why local? Many national clubs like the Viper Owner's Association, and AACA have local regions, and in order to join these one must also 
join the national part of the club. For some who are more interested in the local scene, they can feel disconnected from the national part 
of some clubs. They often don’t know the people featured in the club publications, and don’t participate in national events for a variety of 
reasons. 

Okay, okay...enough backstory...how did the MHCC get started?

Some small talk at a New Year's Eve party showed that there was indeed an interest in getting a local 
group started. Some folks had concerns about the direction of the clubs in which they were currently 
members. Others were in a national group as well as a local group and didn't like the pressure of 
national membership. While the reasons varied, the one constant was that folks wanted a local group.  

Word of mouth spread quickly, and we were surprised at the number of people that were ready to join 
this new aggregation. 

We next set up a website so that potential members would have a place to go for news about the new 
club. Since we had yet to select a name, the original website was at chryslercarclub.net.

In January of 2015 we held an exploratory meeting at 
Giuseppe’s.  What could have been a nice dinner with a few 

friends…turned into a real club meeting with at least 25 attendants. It was a go!

Over the next few meetings we were able to set up Officers. Matt Morris as President, Tim 
Eberle as Vice President and Andy Dymek as Treasurer.  Celeste Morris and Kelli Eberle were set 
as Secretary to alternate the duties of taking meeting notes.  We were very fortunate to have 
Cheryl Taggart volunteer to handle the paperwork for our non-profit corporation through the 
law firm where she is employed. We also took everyone’s suggestions for a club name. In the end, 
Joe Palka’s suggestion of “Mopar Heritage Car Club” was voted to be our official name.

With an official name, it was time for a new website to be built at moparheritagecarclub.com, and 
Skids set up the layout for our newsletter, “Under The Hood.”

By the end of our first year, thanks to the recruiting efforts of our founding members, our roster 
showed 60 members. We also held two Mopar Shows at Fred Beans Dodge Chrysler Jeep 
Dodge. 

Which brings me to a very important point. None of this would have been possible without YOU. Each member brings something to the 
table that makes this group so incredibly special. So, thank you! If it wasn't for you spreading the word, welcoming folks to our meetings 
and much more...we wouldn’t be where we are today.       Matt Morris

http://chryslercarclub.net/
http://moparheritagecarclub.com/
http://chryslercarclub.net/
http://moparheritagecarclub.com/
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Build Sheets!
We all want to know more about our cars. We'd like to know 
when it was built, what options it had when new and much more. 
For the older Mopars, it can be done easily if your car still has it's 
broadcast sheet with info readily found in books or on-line.

But what if you have a newer car? If it was built between 1980 
and 2016, there's a fantastic on-line service that can help you 
learn much more about your car.

Compnine.com has a database of information on cars by almost 
every manufacturer. There are various methods of joining this 
service, but I used the $5 for 5 reports option. You can also test 
to see if your VIN is available prior to joining.

I entered our Vipers'  VINs and both showed up as available. I 
signed up and got the reports for not only the Vipers but also 
our modern Ford products. After entering the VIN, the report 
shows on your computer screen. I wasn't sure what to expect, 
but was pleasantly surprised. Several pages of data that reads very 
much like an older car's broadcast sheet. You can then print your 
report.  Apple’ s Safari allows the screen to be saved as a .pdf.

Get all the details 
on your car!
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With all the current news 
about a new Dodge 
Challenger Demon…it seems 
timely to discuss the short 
history of the earlier A body 
Demon of 1971 and 1972.  
 
The Dodge division was 
seeing Plymouth’s success 
with the Duster and wanted 
in on the action. Just as the 2 
door hardtop Plymouth 
Scamp was made by using a 
Valiant-Duster hood and 
fenders on Dodge’s popular 
Dart; Demon was made by 
mating the Dart front clip 
onto the Duster body. 
Demon got a unique grill and 
taillight treatment. Rumors 
say that the planned name for this new car was “Beaver” until it was 
realized that this word was slang for something else and less than 
polite.  Avoiding potential controversy, the name Demon was 
chosen.  
 
In the base 1971 model, buyers could choose a 
slant six or 318 V8. Performance minded 
buyers could choose the Demon 340 with the 
hi-performance 340 V8. This was the least 
costly Dodge performance car for 1971. Most 
typical 1971 Dodge colors were available. 
There was even a mid-year release of the 
Dodge Demon Sizzler with a special hood 
treatment, side stripes, rally wheels and more.

Top: Magazine ad for the new 1971 Demon.  
Second:  Ad for Demon 340.  
Third: Ad for Sizzler package Demon  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Demon, What’s In  A Name?
(CONTINUED)

For 1972, the biggest news was less horsepower 
across the entire Dodge line due to changes in the 
way HP ratings were taken, as well new laws 
requiring vehicles to run on low-lead or no-lead gas, 
resulting in lower compression ratios. Still, the 340 
V8 would be Dodge’s second most powerful engine 
behind the  440 V8. Demon’s grill was updated along 
with the interior. Production too was much less than 
the previous year. 

Remember that safe Demon name? Well, the Demon 
name wasn’t taken so lightly by some Christian 
groups when the name was put on the car…and 
even more so by the Demon character with his 
pitchfork. Some of these groups went as far as 
protesting the Dodge brand. ”Demon” had to go. For 
1973 the Demon was renamed, Dart Sport.

Challenger SRT Demon

Details are thin at the moment, but a look at the teaser picture to the left shows a huge set of rear tires.  They are said to 
be the biggest tires ever fitted to a musclecar. We also understand that weight reduction will also be a part of the new 
Demon’s DNA with a total of 232 pounds reduced by removing the rear seat, a scaled back audio system, some lighter 
suspension parts and even some sound deadening material. We know it’s gonna have one big-as* hood scoop too! 
We will update as more is known on the Challenger Demon.  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Pittsburgh 3 Piece Socket Rail Set 
I’m not a regular shopper at Harbor Freight, but when it 

came time to organize and set up a new toolbox there were a 
few things at HF that were very helpful.

This set is a three pack, one for 1/2” drive, 3/8” drive and 
1/4” drive. Each has a number of clips that can be removed or 
added and all the clips fit all the actual rails. Normally priced 

at $3.79, they easily undercut all 
other similar products. Similar 
products are made of metal or are trays that hold the individual sockets. My 
complaint with the trays are that they 
often have more labeled locations for 
sockets than a set may contain, leaving 
empty spots and wasted drawer space 
(Not to mention a problem with my 
organization OCD).  
 
Each of the clips have a spring loaded ball 

bearing that holds the socket securely in 
place without being difficult to remove.

What I found worked best was to buy an additional  set to get 
extra clips and only put as many clips on a rail as you actually need. 
This way, you can carry the rail to the project and make sure that none are missing when you put the set away.

You can also mix and match the drive sizes on the same rail which is great for torx and allen socket sets.

cool tools!

US General 6 Compartment 
Drawer Organizer. 

While we’re on the HF topic, here’s another great 
item to help organize your toolbox. I’m sure it’s well 
known that I need my toolbox to be orderly, so this 6 
compartment drawer organizer is a huge help.

In my case, it fit almost exactly the width of the 
drawer and left several inches in the front for larger 
items.  At $4.99 you can’t go wrong with a few of these. 
Harbor Freight also sells a few different variations of 
these organizers.

In this installment, it’s ALL about inexpensive organization!
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Treasurer's Report, February 2017 
Submitted by Andy Dymek

Car Show & Cruise Calendar  
Compiled by Bill Koehler  

Also check our Facebook page for recent additions 
EVENTS IN RED ARE MHCC EVENTS  

SAVE THE DATE!!! 
May 7, 2017  
MHCC Spring All Mopar Show 
Fred Beans Dodge Chrysler Jeep Ram  
Doylestown, PA  
 
 
Cars & Coffee  
Old Forge Motorcars, Lansdale  
Every Saturday Morning, Regardless of Weather  
8AM to Noon 

 
 

Starting Treasury Balance:
Meeting Dinner Bill:  
Dues:
 

 
Ending Balance 

$2373.68  
$18.00  
60.00  

 
 

$2451.68

NOTE: Memberships paid via Paypal have a % in transaction fees taken, 
resulting in an uneven deposit  

Coming Up In The Next Issue

• Cool Tool Product Review

• Member’s Mopar Feature

• Restoration Corner

• Post Christmas Party Coverage

• Bakelite…what is it?

MHCC T-Shirts & Sweatshirts 
are now on order!  

ATTENTION MEMBERS!
2017 MHCC dues are now due.

 
We lowered the dues to $20 in 2016.  We can accept 
payments via Paypal or personal check. We also gladly 
accept cash in person at a meeting or other event.  
 
There’s a lot planned for 2017 and we want you to play a 
part! 
 
If you have already renewed…thank you!! 

Hey Bill Koehler! 
 
Hey Sandy Goldstein! 
 
We’d all like to wish you both the very 
best in getting back to Mopar speed…
fast!!!

We’re all thinking about 
you and are anxious to 
see you this season!

newsletter help welcomed! 
 
We need your help with our newsletter.  
The story about the history of the MHCC 
was thanks to a suggestion by a member.  
 
What would you like to see in our 
newsletter? We’d appreciate your thoughts! 
 
Need a part for your car? Looking for a 
service? We’ll place your needs in our 
newsletter…just say the word!  


